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"The Faithful Pastor's Appeal to the Flock." 



A SERMON, 

Preached in Christ Church, Birmingham, on Thursday 
Evening, May 17th, 1883, after the funeral of the 
Rev. George Lea, M.A., sometime Minister of Christ 
Church, and Prebendary of Lichfield, and afterwards 
Incumbent of St. George's, Edgbaston, by 

The Rev. Charles Marson, M.A., 

Vicar of Clevedon, Somerset. 



"Ye are witnesses, and God also, how holily and justly and 
unblanieably we behaved ourselves among you that believe : as ye 
know how we exhorted and comforted and charged every one of you, as 
a father doth his children, that ye would walk worthy of God, who hath 
called you unto His kingdom and glory." — I. Thessalonians, ii., 10-12. 

It is well, indeed, when a minister of Christ can make 
such an appeal as this to God and to his flock, on the 
strength of his personal character as an "example to 
the believers," and of his pastoral character as their 
instructor, comforter, and guide. St. Paul could do it ? 
but not very many besides, even of those whose spirit 
and life have been moulded and fashioned after the image 
of the holy and faithful Apostle. A deep consciousness of 
much infirmity and many shortcomings keeps, for the 
most part, even the best and holiest silent. They know 
but too well how keen and sharpsighted are the eyes of 
men for the weaknesses and faults of their ministers, and 
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when they think of the holy and heart-searching God, who 
is there that will not exclaim with good Richard Baxter of 
old : " O Lord, for the merits and sacrifice and intercession 
of Christ, be merciful to me a sinner, and forgive my 
known and unknown sins ! " 

But when death has closed their eyes and sealed their 
testimony, it is often otherwise. Their lives speak, though 
their lips are shut for ever. A voice from the grave is 
heard, and, it may be, heeded : yes, heeded by some who 
have listened in vain to the living preacher, and hardened 
their hearts against his loving appeals. And with what 
power does a completed life — holy, consistent, loving, 
blameless to thfc end — speak to the heart and conscience ! 
It calls God to witness, it calls man to witness. Its silent 
speech is very moving, very penetrating : comforting to 
some, convincing to many, salutary to all. 

My brethren, such a voice speaks to-day from the 
grave of that beloved and honoured minister of Christ, 
round which so many true mourners were lately standing. 
" He, being dead, yet speaketh." May the Holy Ghost 
who often spoke by him in life, speak to us all now that he 
is laid to rest for ever in this world, and may every soul 
here present receive the Word and keep it and bring forth 
fruit, for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen. 

Could any passage of the Word of God more truly 
express our departed brother's whole career than the words 
before us? Might he not justly have appealed to those 
amongst whom he laboured so long, so faithfully, so lovingly, 
and say, "Ye are witnesses, and God also, how holily 
and justly and unblameably we behaved ourselves among 
you that believe : as ye know how we exhorted and 
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comforted and charged every one of you, as a father doth 
his children, that ye would walk worthy of God, who hath 
called you unto His kingdom and glory." 

Let us try to trace the spirit and life of your departed 
minister from these words — 

First, in his personal character, as an example and 
pattern for the people to follow; 

Secondly, in his pastoral character, as the instructor, 
consoler, and guardian of his flock. 

I. — Let me call your attention, first of all, to his personal 
character as a consistent Christian, an example to the 
flock among whom he laboured so many years. " Ye are 
witnesses, and God also, how holily, and justly, and 
unblameably he behaved himself among you that believe. ,, 

If the " grace of God that brings salvation " teaches all 
" to deny ungodliness and wordly lusts, and to live soberly, 
righteously, and godly in this present world," how much 
more incumbent is it upon those who are leaders and 
standard-bearers in the Lord's host? And who is there 
amongst us, whether of his old Christ Church flock, or of 
St. George's, Edgbaston, or of any who knew him well, 
but must bear witness that his whole "behaviour," from 
first to last, was " such as becometh holiness "? Who 
was not conscious of the spirit of genuine, simple, devoted 
piety, which was the distinguishing characteristic of his 
whole ministerial life — as natural to him as the air he 
breathed ? We all of us felt that we had to do with a man 
of God, taught of God, consecrated to God by a daily 
surrender of his time and talents to His service ; a man of 
transparent singleness of aim and purpose, living for one 
object, wholly the Lord's. 
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In early life, through the grace of God, " he became a 
new creature in Christ Jesus," and like so many who, in the 
flower of their days, have given themselves to the Lord, his 
after-course was calm and steadfast — a light " shining more 
and more unto the perfect day." He grew in grace and in 
the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, and 
as years rolled on became more deeply versed in Divine 
truth, and more clearly reflected the image of Jesus Christ, 
which the Spirit of Grace had stamped upon him. It was 
easy to see that he was one who " walked with God," and 
whose heart was set on heavenly things, to whom secret 
prayer was a great reality, and the higher spiritual life a 
thing not so much to speak of as to experience. His very 
look had a sweetness and guileless innocence in it, 
reminding us of him of old, " whose face was as it had been 
the face of an angel." And his temper and spirit rarely, if 
ever, belied his look. How humble, modest, and retiring a 
character was his you all know. As a sinner before God 
he ever humbled himself, renouncing self-dependence, and 
ascribing alHo Divine grace. In his intercourse with men 
he never aimed at high things, high places, or prominent 
positions. Where duty called he went forward, but very 
willingly sank himself, when " in honour" he could prefer 
another. His piety was ever cheerful, yet grave and 
serious. There was nothing conventional, or " put on for the 
occasion," about it. When he spoke of heavenly things you 
were conscious that he spoke of what he knew, and testified 
to what he had himself experienced. 

Prayerfulness was a very marked feature of his 
character, and he was never ashamed or afraid of speaking 
a word for his Master. Like good old Archbishop Usher, " he 
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loved a word for Christ before he parted with his friends." 
And yet in this there was nothing constrained, nothing 
apart from his usual tone. It all came easily, sweetly, 
naturally from a sincere transparent soul, in whom the love 
of God and of goodness was become a second nature. 

Justice also — uprightness in relation to his fellow-men — 
was another characteristic of our departed brother. " Ye are 
witnesses . . . how justly ... he behaved himself among you." 
A thoroughly upright, impartial, honest, punctual, exactly 
just man, every one knew him to be ; " rendering to all 
their dues;" in every matter entrusted to him faithful and 
complete. His word was his bond : whatever he undertook 
to do he did. " The law of truth was in his mouth, and 
iniquity was not found in his lips." There was nothing 
slippery, crooked, underhanded, or shifty in his dealings. 
You were always certain of him : you could depend entirely 
on what he said and what he did. Fair-dealing, considerate, 
circumspect, soberly conscientious, strong, the very soul of 
integrity, straightforwardness, honour, and truth. 

Is this a matter of small moment, brethren ? Alas ! how 
many Christians, and how many Christian ministers, too, 
have brought dishonour on the Gospel and reproach upon 
themselves, by weakness, uncertainty, and inconsistency in 
these very things ! And how are men of the world to credit 
your uprightness before God if they find you loose, shabby, 
and not to be trusted in your dealings with them ? Want of 
integrity, right-dealing, and common justice between man 
and man has done more to prejudice the world against 
professors of the Gospel than, possibly, anything besides. 
" Ye are witnesses, and God also," that it was not so with 
him : he behaved himself " holily and justly " among you. 
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And not only this : he behaved himself " unblameably " 
also. God gave him such grace that he was able to maintain 
an even tenour of conduct for nearly flve-and-forty years — a 
long time indeed for a public man, in a place like this, 
where motives, opinions, and conduct are so keenly 
scrutinised and so freely canvassed. Yet I never remember 
to have heard him charged with even those lesser 
imprudences which sometimes tend to cast discredit on a 
Christian profession. He was one who carefully " abstained 
from all appearance of evil." His principle was " to cause 
no offence (or scandal) in anything, that the ministry be not 
blamed." Blamed, indeed, he may of course have been — 
for who is there that walks holily with God but must incur 
blame? — but in nothing could censure be justly passed upon 
him for unbecoming or unworthy conduct as a Christian 
citizen, a Christian man, and, still more, a Christian 
minister. Neither the world nor the Church have been 
able to "find occasion against him," and the deep 
attachment of some, the veneration of others, and the 
respect of all, bear striking witness, at the close of a long 
life, to a spotless, untarnished, blameless course. Yes, 
"ye are witnesses how holily and justly and umblameably" 
has our departed brother behaved himself among you. He 
proved himself to be what St. Paul enjoined his young 
disciple Timothy to be — " an example to believe? s, in word, in 
conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity." 

And we may add, " God is also witness:" God whom 
he served with his spirit in the Gospel of his Son ; God 
who planted these graces within him, and who maintained 
and increased them there. The life is the index to the 
motive : the outward testifies to the inward. You are 
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all witnesses of his conduct : God witnesses to his 
heart. 

II. — But let me pass on now to call your attention to 
your beloved minister's pastoral character, as the teacher, 
comforter, and guardian of the flock committed to his 
charge. 

And here, again, our text gives a faithful picture of his 
aim and practice, which every one of us will recognise at 
once : " As ye know how he exhorted and comforted and 
charged every one of you, as a father doth his children, that 
ye would walk worthy of God, who hath called you to His 
kingdom and glory." 

It is much for a minister to preach by his life. "Preach 
by thy life," is the ancient saying, " or preach not at all." 
But more than this is required at his hands. Christ's true 
minister has to be an instructor, a teacher, a guide, a 
consoler, a watcher for souls ; one who " keeps back 
nothing that is profitable" to his people, who shuns not " to 
declare to them the whole counsel of God," and "by 
manifestation of the truth commends himself to every 
man's conscience in God's sight." A man of pious life, 
only able to conduct the public services of prayer and 
praise in the congregation, and to adminster the Sacraments 
with reverence and devoutness, is no doubt, to some extent, 
beneficial to the Church of God, and yet he is but half a 
minister after all. How can he be a " messenger," with a 
message from God — a " steward " of God's house, to 
dispense the heavenly food — a "watchman," to warn and 
rouse the sleepers — a "counsellor,'' to advise — a "com- 
forter" in sorrow and sickness, unless he can "preach 
publicly from house to house" the glorious Gospel of 
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pardon, peace, and holiness through a crucified and risen 
Saviour, and beseech sinners, in Christ's stead, to be 
reconciled to God ? 

None knew this better, and more entirely carried it out 
in practice, than your venerated pastor. His ministry of 
five-and-forty years, was just such as St. Paul describes in 
our text — a ministry of Gospel instruction, consolation, and 
individual personal application. "Ye are witnesses, and 
God also, how he exhorted and comforted and charged every 
one of you, as a father doth his children." 

(i.) How truly might he have said, with the Apostle in 
this chapter, "Our exhortation was not of deceit, nor of 
uncleanness, nor in guile ; but as we were allowed of God to 
be put in trust with the Gospel, even so we speak, not as 
pleasing men, but God, who trieth our hearts." 

I remember, many years ago, his speaking with great 
humility of his ministry as "a teaching ministry only." 
But, if so, it was'teaching which carried along with it a deep 
conviction of its truth, and produced widely-reaching 
spiritual results. Simple, clear, full, and sound, thoroughly 
Scriptural, discriminating, and searching — teaching that was 
the outcome of much thought, prayer, and pains : not an 
offering to God of what had cost him nothing. Throughout 
the whole course of his ministry he insisted most on " the 
greatest, the most certain, and the most necessary things," 
feeling, with holy Baxter, that "if we can but teach Christ to 
our people we teach them all : if we get them well to 
heaven they will have knowledge enough: for the great 
and commonly acknowledged truths are they that men 
must live upon, and which are the chief means of raising 
the heart to God, and destroying men's sins." 
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How seriously, reverently, and fervently did he handle 
the mysteries of God ! He spake as one who stood in 
God's presence, and deeply felt the nearness and reality 
of eternal things. There was always in his preaching a 
" spiritual strain," which spiritual hearers could discern and 
relish, and none who listened could doubt the abiding 
presence with him of the " Spirit of power, and of love, and 
of a sound mind." He was careful, also, to keep his teaching 
on a level with the necessities of the day, and few, probably, 
were aware of the study and care he employed in getting an 
" understanding of the times," and of the remedies for 
current temptations, errors, and dangers which the Word of 
God supplies to the diligent searcher. 

(2.) You know, too, my brethren, how he "comforted? 
or encouraged, the people committed to his charge. It was 
well remarked by a late eminent statesman, that a minister 
is, "by office, specially a consoler of men; " and to how many 
a soul did your departed minister rejoice to hold out the 
consolations of the Gospel of Christ ! Not, indeed, the 
false comfort of those who cry " Peace, peace, when there 
is no peace," to such as continue in their sin, but the peace 
that is based on " manifestation of the truth " — peace that 
follows on a broken heart and contrite spirit, on hatred of 
and humiliation for sin, on simple faith in an atoning 
Saviour. As a visitor of the sick and dying, an adviser and 
encourager of the cast down and distressed, a guide to the 
perplexed and anxious, and a true sympathiser with the 
sorrows of his flock, God blessed his work with much 
success. The word spoken in season, the simple fervent 
prayer, the application of some Scripture text most 
suitably suggested — you will all, I am sure, remember these, 
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and some of you, it may be, will have reason to bless God 
for them to all eternity. 

(3.) And then, too, "ye are witnesses," brethren, to his 
close, affectionate, private, and personal appeals to each 
individual conscience, "charging every one of you, as a 
father doth his children." His own published words in his 
"Farewell Address" to his flock as St. George's, are the 
best illustration of his sense of the importance of this part of 
the Christian ministry, " the groundwork of which," he truly 
says, " is naturally laid as " a message of personal reconciliation 
to each one. We all need it : blessed are they that have 
accepted it. O that none of you may continue heedlessly 
unreconciled !" "The grand means of reconciliation is the 
Cross of Christ, provided for a fallen world by the love of 
the Father, wrought out in the incarnation, death, and 
resurrection of God the Son, and applied by the Holy 
Spirit to every one that believeth" 

And what he felt to the very last as of such deep 
importance, his whole previous ministerial life had faithfully 
carried out in practice. He not only preached Christ in the 
pulpit, but was constantly "warning every man, and teaching 
every man in all wisdom, that he might present every man 
perfect in Christ Jesus." 

Among the many means used by him for this end, one 
must be specially mentioned, which God's Holy Spirit greatly 
blessed to his people — the ordinance of Confirmation. A 
true Evangelical Churchman, highly prizing our Scriptural 
and Protestant Prayer Book, he specially valued, and 
rendered valuable to many, this opportunity of renewing the 
baptismal vow, and of consecrating the heart and life to the 
Lord. To the young he was, at these sacred seasons, a 
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"father" indeed; loving and earnestly "charging his 
children ; " teaching, persuading, urging to give themselves 
wholly to the service of Jesus Christ How very many 
there are who date their first serious impressions, the very 
turning-point of their spiritual life, from this hallowed time, 
and can look back with love and gratitude to the prayer, 
and pains, and care so freely lavished on them by their 
anxious, self-denying pastor ! Among the numerous 
acknowledgments of blessing received at these times was 
one which greatly cheered him in his closing days. This 
was a letter from His Grace the present Archbishop of 
Canterbury, who, in touching and most affectionate terms, 
referred to the Confirmation teaching of Mr. Lea, and its 
abiding and salutary results. Well, therefore, might your 
venerable minister, in the address which announced his 
withdrawal from his long and honourable public life, leave 
these words on record : " Confirmation has, by the grace of 
God, borne its blessed fruits, to which I can bear testimony, 
all through my ministry? 

And what was his one aim and object in all these 
constant, varied, and long-continuing labours? Truly, in 
the language of the text, that " ye might walk worthy of 
God, who hath called you unto His kingdom and glory." 

To bring souls to Christ, and to keep them there; to 
encourage them to adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour 
in all things ; and (in his own parting words) " to aid them, 
by the gracious Spirit, to realise the blessedness of the 
believer here, and the fuller glory prepared for them at the 
coming of Christ" — this is what your pastor sought for 
himself and for his dear flock ; this he ended his career 
by " commending to them as a matter of frequent reference 
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and study, with constant prayer for the teaching of the 
Holy Spirit." 

He was one who himself walked holily in all manner of 
conversation, hopefully in regard of the kingdom of Jesus 
Christ, and humbly in all lowliness and meekness, with 
long-suffering, forbearance, and love, " endeavouring to 
keep the unity of Spirit in the bond of peace." And what 
he practised himself, he ever preached to you. 

My brethren, I deeply feel the meagreness and 
imperfection of this sketch of your departed pastor's 
character and labours, and know that much is left unsaid 
that ought to have been said, and what is said ought to 
have been said in abler and better words than mine. Still, 
I can safely appeal to you all as " witnesses" that what has 
been stated concerning him is not exaggerated, but the 
very truth. " Ye are witnesses, and God also, how holily 
and justly and unblameably he behaved himself among 
you that believe : as ye know how he exhorted and 
comforted and charged every one of you, as a father doth 
his children, that ye would walk worthy of God, who hath 
called you unto His kingdom and glory." 

Then, what should such a life and teaching say to all 
who knew him, and came under his influence ? 

First, what a rare and precious privilege have you had in 
a ministry so faithful and so long continued ! Ministers of 
his stamp are never common — never less so than in the 
days in which our lot is cast. 

O then, "remember him who had the rule over you, 
who spake to you the Word of God ; his faith follow, 
considering the end of his conversation : Jesus Christ, the 
same yesterday, to-day, and for ever. Be not carried about 
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with divers and strange docft'ines; for it is a good thing that 
the heart be established with grace.? 

When your hearts are tempted to turn aside, and to 
doubt, and to incline to sink to a lower level of personal 
holiness, faith, and obedience, let the remembrance of your 
old, true-hearted, faithful, devoted pastor shame and rouse 
you, urge you to press onwards, and hate the work of them 
that turn aside ; " to walk worthy of God, who hath called 
you unto His kingdom and glory." 

Lastly^ what a very solemn responsibility rests on those 
who can bear witness to the holy life and devoted labours 
of such a pastor, but as yet have been uninfluenced, 
unimpressed, unchanged by all that he has done for them. 
Are there any such here this night ? How can I close this 
sermon better than by addressing you in your own minister's 
last closing — I may say, dying — words ? 

" How sad that any should be found stumbling at the 
Cross of Christ through self-righteousness and pride, 
instead of glorying in it as their chief joy ! Is it not 
perfectly amazing that the doctrine of the Cross should be 
accounted foolishness, through false philosophy and a 
vain show of science? Who can fathom the wisdom of 
this mystery, which will be our contemplation in Eternity ? 
How refreshing to turn from the weakness and littleness of 
man to the power of God ! He it is that opens the mind, 
and teaches the heart to understand the length, and 
breadth, and depth, and height of the love of God. ' O 
for grace our hearts to soften.' 'Teach us, Lord, at 
length to love.' If my heart mourns and yearns over not 
a few of every age and class, where I see no seed growing 
up unto life eternal, I comfort myself with the thought 
3 



that it may yet spring up under another ministry when my 

voice is silent. At present I say no more." 

♦ ♦♦♦♦*♦** 

Alas ! brethren, your pastor will " say no more " to any 
of you in this world ! The Lord has taken him away to rest 
with Himself. But, for all that, he speaks to you still. He 
speaks by the life he led, by the works he did, by the 
example he has left, by the fragrant memory of his 
consistent, godly, upright life and conversation for five-and- 
forty years. God grant he may not speak to any here in 
vain! 

And the Lord speaks also concerning him. " I heard a 
voice from heaven, saying unto me, Write : Blessed are 
the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth; yea, 
saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours, and 
their works do follow them." Amen. 
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"The Blessed Dead." 



A SERMON, 

Preached in St. George's, Edgbaston, Sunday Morning, 
May 13th, 1883, by 

The Rev. H. C. Hodges, 

Curate of St. George's, Edgbaston. 



"And I heard a voice from heaven, saying unto me, Write : Blessed 
are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth ; yea, saith the 
Spirit, that they may rest from their labours, and their works do follow 
them." — Rev. xiv., 13. 

Words more appropriate than these could not be found to 
describe him whose loss we mourn to-day. For forty-three 
years George Lea has lived and laboured in this town with 
remarkable success. To an ordinary observer the siiccess 
may not have seemed apparent ; but that is not always the 
most successful which makes the greatest show. What he 
has achieved the day alone shall declare. It would be hard 
to mention any ways of doing good which were not employed 
by him. God had blessed him with wealth, and he received 
it as a trust to be employed for his Master, and most 
ungrudgingly spent it in His service. Though he may not 
have possessed the gift of attracting men by the arts of 
eloquence, he had a still more blessed gift of swaying the 
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hearts by the influence of a consistent life, accompanied by 
an unswerving faithfulness to the truth, and wonderful 
aptitude in dealing with and speaking to individual souls. 
Even those who disagreed with him were bound to acknow- 
ledge the remarkable and uniform consistency of conduct 
and outspoken manliness which were ever bright and 
conspicuous traits of his character. His full and Scriptural 
teaching; his admirable balance of faith and practice — 
showing how the latter must be founded on the former — 
which were instilled into the minds of his candidates for 
Confirmation has produced a blessing such as few have been 
privileged to see. There are few, if any, churches in the 
town and suburbs where there are not found among the 
Sunday school teachers, district visitors, and other workers, 
those who received their first impressions of religious truth 
from his ministry during the twenty-five years he was at 
Christ Church. Often has his heart been cheered, even 
during the last few years of his life, by testimonies of those 
who have told him that the instruction given many years 
ago has produced fruit; and I believe the very last testimony 
of the kind which he received came from him who now 
occupies the highest post in the Church, who, on his 
elevation to the See of Canterbury, sent a letter overflowing 
with affection and gratitude to him whom he addressed as 
his " dearest old friend and pastor." What the town owes 
to his exertions, as well as to his benefactions in Church 
extension, is well known to you all. The warm support 
which has been given to foreign missions in the town has 
been greatly owing to his untiring devotion to, and interest 
in, the work of the greatest of our missionary societies. 
His example has stirred up his fellow-workers in the 
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ministry to greater exertions. His works do follow 
him, and what their effects will be can never be 
calculated here. Shakespeare has said, "The evil that 
men do lives after them, the good is oft interred with their 
bones but here he is wrong, for no act of good perishes. 
For just as a stone which is thrown into a pool and sinks to 
the bottom out of sight agitates the whole surface, so do the 
deeds of good men live and influence the world and other 
men's lives long after they have passed out of sight and are 
forgotten. We are now enjoying the light of those candles 
which were lit by our Reformers, and we, too, in our turn 
may share their reward if we pass on that light which has 
been handed down to us. The great secret of his success 
lay in his deep humility of mind, and entire dependence 
upon the grace of Christ. In everything he undertook he 
aimed solely at the glory of God and the salvation of his 
fellow-creatures. He never was what would be called a 
strong man — what he constantly suffered through physical 
weakness was never known nor suspected except by his 
most intimate friends. God used his infirmities as He did 
those of the Apostle Paul, in order to magnify His own 
grace and strength, and to show that the excellency of the 
power was of God. By His servant's weakness was Christ's 
strength perfected. His life was a steady devotion and 
constant application to work. He seemed to be so im- 
pressed with the shortness of time, and the importance of 
using it, that he never relaxed, until at last, after a long hard 
day's work, he lay down tired to rest in peace until the 
voice of the Master shall waken that tired body on the 
resurrection morning. Of such an one, then, it may well be 
said, " Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from 



22 



henceforth ; yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from 
their labours." And when we lay a saint like this to rest 
does not the aspiration of our hearts find utterance in the 
words, " Let me die the death of the righteous, and let my 
last end be like his " ? 

Brethren, does not the life speak to us as well as the 
death ? If our death is to be " blessed, " then our life must 
be a life of blessing. God blesses us that we may become 
blessings. He has so altered the course of things in this 
world by the gift of His Son, that the thorns and briars 
which sin has planted in our course are turned into helps 
by the way. The believer can find honey even in the lion's 
carcase; he can draw refreshment out of the wilderness* 
stony rock ; he can see that those threads which cross one 
another are weaving the web of his life, and instead of 
creating entanglement are making a firm and smooth and 
lasting fabric. When the rod is laid upon him, he can say 
"Blessed is the man whom Thou chastenest, O Lord." 
When trials severe and sharp come upon him, he can draw 
comfort from it and say, " Blessed is the man that endureth 
temptation, for when he is tried he shall receive a crown of 
life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love Him." 
So the people of God can say, even in this life, notwith- 
standing its many sorrows, that they are called to inherit a 
blessing. And they are to go forth, chastened and purified, 
bearing precious seed. What the harvest will be none can 
tell until they hear the voice of Jesus say before the 
assembled hosts of angels and men, "Come, ye blessed 
children of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for 
you from the foundation of the world." Yes, if our death is 
to be blessed our life must be a life of blessing. 
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Nor does Scripture leave us in doubt as to the state of 
those who have done with earth's work, and are awaiting the 
resurrection of the just. The souls of the faithful departed 
are not in a state of perfection. To depart is to be with 
Christ, but it is not the "perfect consummation and bliss, both 
of body and soul," which will be ours when Christ comes 
again. Still the Bible tells us it is a state of blessedness and 
happiness. 

(i.) In the first place, // is a state of rest. " There," says 
Job, " the wicked cease from troubling, and the weary are at 
rest." Isaiah says, " The righteous is taken away from the 
evil to come : he shall enter into peace, they shall rest in 
their beds;" and then he adds (as if to show that the soul is 
not in a state of mindless unconscious repose) " each one 
walking in his uprightness." This is what the word sleep 
seems to imply when it is used in reference to death, for the 
body is laid to rest in the grave as in a bed, and, with regard 
to the saints, the spirit rests when the day's work is over. 
This last witness confirms the other words of Scripture : 
" They rest from their labours." It is the rest for which St. 
Paul longed, and yet was not indolently impatient to enter 
upon — rest from physical toil, from mental weariness, from 
pain and the " pains of death," which some anticipate with 
such dread. It is rest from all the anxieties and perplexities 
which beset us on account of our imperfect knowledge of 
the future life ; from the consciousness of leaving so much 
undone; from grief for grieving the Spirit; from a struggling 
for the souls of others; from warfare with the powers of 
darkness. What a depth of meaning has this word rest for 
the blessed dead! 
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(2.) It is a state of consciously living to God. The soul 
does not exist in a dreamy unconscious state, but it is in the 
exercise of its faculties. This our Lord declared when He 
answered the question about the resurrection of the dead : 
"I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the 
God of Jacob." God is not a God of the dead, but of the 
living, for all live to Him ; and in this truth our Church 
has expressed her faith, when we confess our belief " that 
the souls of the faithful, after they are delivered from the 
burden of the flesh, are in joy and felicity." 

(3.) And, more than this, to die in the Lord is to enjoy 
the manifest presence of Jesus. Christ by His work of 
redemption gained dominion over the dead, for we read, 
" To this end Christ both died and rose and revived, that 
He might be Lord both of the dead and living." And 
He comforted the dying thief with the assurance, " To-day 
thou shalt be with Me in Paradise." And St. Paul looked 
forward to death as a time of joy and release, for it would 
be a departure to be with Christ; and elsewhere he says we 
are confident and willing rather to be absent from the body 
and present with the Lord ; " wherefore," he adds, " we labour 
that, whether present or absent, we may be accepted of Him," 
which shows that he at any rate believed and taught that 
the saints in their disembodied state, in the presence of 
Jesus, longed for His approval; and if they are in His 
presence then they must be in a place of peace and joy, in 
a state of purity and happiness, freedom from every sorrow, 
with a supply for every want. 

(4.) To die in the Lord is to enter the society of saints and 
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angels. It was the belief of the heathen that the shades of 
the departed recognised each other in the world of spirits, 
and yet there are some Christians who doubt the mutual 
recognition of saints in' the other world. Now, man in his 
present state is conscious of his own existence, of his 
standing before God, and of his relationship to his fellow- 
men. If, then, after death I do not know myself as the same 
being, my identity is lost, and there is a separation between 
what I am and what I shall be. For if hereafter, at the 
judgment seat of Christ, I am to give account of the things 
done in the body, and be rewarded accordingly, there must 
be an identity of person, and it seems incredible that part 
of the history of the same person, which comes between 
these two states, should be carried on, and himself un- 
conscious of who he is. And besides this, Scripture speaks 
of those who die as being gathered to their fathers or to 
their people, and this could not refer to the body being 
brought to the grave of their ancestors, for it was said of 
Aaron who was buried on Mount Hor, and of Moses, who 
was buried no one knows where. David also expresses this 
belief when, on the death of his child, he said, "I shall go to 
him, but he shall not return to me;" and in that marvellous 
and graphic description given by the Prophet Isaiah (xiv., 9, 
10), in which he pourtrays the descent of the King of 
Babylon to Hades, the spirits recognise him and accost him 
when he comes among them, "Art thou also become weak 
as we? Art thou become like unto us?" And if the lost 
be recognised by the lost, will not the blessed ones who 
die in the Lord be welcomed by their fellow saints as they 
one by one join the company of the redeemed in 
Paradise ? 

4 
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Then again, in the New Testament, the Apostles re- 
cognised Moses and Elijah on the mount of transfiguration, 
who appeared in glory. And in the parable of the rich man 
and Lazarus we are told that the spirit of Lazarus was 
carried by angels into Abraham's bosom, where he was 
comforted, while the rich man recognised both Abraham 
and Lazarus. But it may be objected that this is a parable, 
and may be figurative. If that is so, it is incredible — nay, 
impossible — for Him who is the Truth to teach truth by even 
the semblance of what is false. Then in the Epistle to the 
Hebrews the communion between saints and angels is 
referred to : " Ye are come unto Mount Zion and unto the 
city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an 
innumerable company of angels, to the general assembly 
and church of the firstborn which are written in heaven, 
and to God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men 
made perfect;" and St. John describes the united adoration 
of saints and angels as now gathered in the presence of 
Him that sitteth upon the throne, and of the Lamb. So, 
then, if we take the Word of God for our guide, we may 
safely say that when we depart to be with Christ we shall 
join the great crowd of witnesses who have gone before, who 
have fought the good fight, and finished the course, for 
whom a crown of life is laid up. 

(5.) And, again, the state of the blessed dead is a state of 
joyful expectation. They are among those who will say, " Lo 
this is our God : we have waited for Him." In the 
Revelation, St. John tells of the souls under the altar who 
cry, " How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost Thou not 
judge and avenge our blood on those that dwell on the 



27 



earth ? " White robes were given them, and they were told 
that they should rest for a little season until their fellow 
servants and their brethren should be fulfilled. This seems 
to imply a knowledge in the holy dead of what is going on 
on the earth; they may obtain it from Christ himself, 
or from those who are constantly joining their ranks, or 
perhaps from their being able to * witness it. It shows also 
that they have an ardent longing for the full completion of 
their glory for which they hope and wait. Thus we see that 
though the state of those who are departed in the Lord is 
imperfect, still it is an advance upon our state here. They 
are at rest from grief and pain ; they have a deeper know- 
ledge of God and spiritual things than we possess ; they are 
with Christ, and enjoy all the comforts and refreshments 
which His presence confers ; they have also the society of 
angels and all the saints of God who have entered that state 
of bliss ; they are expecting the approaching marriage supper 
of the Lamb, and the establishment of His kingdom. We do 
believe with St. Paul that to " depart and be with Christ is 
far better." The Master's service here is good, His rest in 
Paradise is far better, and His united service and rest in the 
ages to come is best of all. And as we sum up from Scrip- 
ture what is told us of the happiness of those who sleep in 
Jesus, with what sweetness does that voice from heaven fall 
on our ears as we stand by the grave of a believer — "Blessed 
are the dead which die in the Lord." And yet the words 
come as a solemn warning, for it is not all the dead who are 
blessed, but they "who die in the Lord." To be able to do 
this we must live in the Lord. For we must live the life of 
Christ by faith, and then there is no condemnation ; then 
when our time comes to leave this earth we shall enter vujkkv 
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a state of fuller and deeper communion. Let the voice of 
him who so faithfully, lovingly, earnestly pleaded with you 
who know nothing of that life in Christ, speak to you to-day. 
By the grace of God he was what he was; by that same grace 
you can now live the life of Christ, and be prepared for 
that death of bliss which will introduce you into the ante- 
chamber of the heavenly city, the new Jerusalem, where you 
will enter, in the fullest, completest sense, into the joy of the 
Lord. 
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"Jesus the Same." 

A SERMON, 

Preached at St. George's, Edgbaston, Sunday Evening, 
May 13th, 1883, by 

The Rev. C. G. Baskerville, 

Vicar of St. Silos', Lozclls. 



"Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever." — 
Hebrews xiii., 8. 

In the Revised Version these words are rendered somewhat 
more emphatic — " Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and 
to-day; yea, and for ever." 

The inspired Apostle, in this last chapter, resumes and 
applies practically the testimony to the Saviour which had 
already been given to Him in chapter i., 12. There the 
Apostle, quoting Psalm cii., 27, declares "Thou art the 
same." In our text it is — "Jesus Christ is the same" — 
unchangeably, everlastingly, "the same to-day," in your 
season of trial, that He was yesterday, when your fathers were 
tried ; and He will be " the same " for ever. 

From all eternity He has been the Lover of our souls, 
the Friend of sinners, the one only Great High Priest, the 
only Saviour. To all eternity He will be what He ever has 
been, yea, an ever-living Intercessor, an unchanged and 
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unchangeable Friend and Brother, the unfailing Shepherd of 
the sheep, the undying Head of His Church and people. 
Past, present, and to come, He is the same ever-blessed and 
ever-blessing Jesus. Our text is a kind of pivot between the 
7th and 9th verses. In verse 7 the Lord Jesus is contrasted 
with departed pastors, and the Holy Ghost bids us 
"remember them." In verse 9 the contrast is with the 
Church's liability to be carried about with divers and strange 
doctrines, and the Holy Ghost warns us accordingly. 

Between these two verses our text stands as the abiding 
ground of comfort and the unchanging basis of the truth. 
A glory blazes from every word of it ; its very letters are all 
illuminated. They glow with power Divine. 

O for the Pentecostal gift that we may see it! May 
the Holy Ghost fall upon the word and upon us who hear 
it to-night, that we may see the glory of this truth, its reality, 
its power, its grandeur, its preciousness. 

How shall we see it ? or rather, how shall we see Him ? 
For it is not the glory of an abstract truth that we would see, 
but the glory of a living personal Christ. Only Christ 
Himself can satisfy a soul made alive by the power of the 
Holy Ghost. Let us read the text again, and let our indi- 
vidual prayer be — " ' I beseech Thee show me Thy glory.' 
Manifest Thyself to me, O blessed Jesus. Reveal to me 
Thine eternity of character." 

How shall we behold and know the Lord Jesus Christ ? 

You remember after a season of much intimate com- 
munion with God, Moses prayed — " I beseech Thee show 
me Thy glory." How did God answer that prayer ? 

" While My glory passeth by, I will put thee in a clift of 
the rock." — Exodus xxxiii., 22. 
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It was only there that Moses could behold the glory, 
covered and sheltered in that rock. 

"That Rock," says St. Paul (I. Cor. x., 4) "was Christ." 

Would we see the glory of God, it can only be as we are 
sheltered in Christ, the Rock of Ages. 

Would we see the glory of Christ — His own glory that 
He speaks of in John xvii., 24 — it can be only now by a 
God-given faith, as it will be hereafter by a God-given sight. 
" No man," says good Dr. Owen, " shall ever behold the 
glory of Christ by sight hereafter, who doth not in some 
measure behold it by faith here in this world." 

Only one phase of the glory of Christ is set before us in 
the text — His unchangeableness, His ever-livingness, the 
ever-abiding Saviour, always the same Jesus, " yesterday, and 
to-day, and for ever." 

(a) The same in His glorious person. 

Who is there but Christ that changes not? Among 
ourselves change is on every side. The light elastic step of 
childhood, its sunny joys and smiles, are soon exchanged 
for the grave thoughtfulness of mature age. The strength 
of manhood and the vigour of health soon fade away before 
the totterings of old age and the weakness of disease. But 
the Lord Jesus has ever " the dew of his youth." The days 
and years of eternity make no change in Him. He is 
always "the chiefest among ten thousand," "the alto- 
gether lovely." He is always Jesus — fairer than the children 
of men, brighter than the morning star that celebrated His 
birth, the First and the Last, the First and none before 
Him, the Last and none after Him, none like Him, none 
second, none next, none other. No other name but Jesus 
Saviour whereby we can be saved. " It pleased the Father 
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that in Him should all fulness dwell." "In Him dwelleth 
all the fulness of the Godhead bodily." 
(b) He is the same in His Word. 

One chain of truth runs throughout the whole Word of 
God, and Christ is in every link of that chain. If you would 
understand your Bible you must have this golden key. The 
Bible is " the record which God gave of His Son." The 
Lord Jesus Christ is the "all in all" of the Bible. In the 
Patriarchal age, in the Mosaic age, in the Prophetic age, in 
the Christian age, Jesus is All. Every type points to Him, 
every prophecy finds its fulfilment in Him, all the past 
proclaimed Him. Ages have rolled by, nations have passed 
away, laws have grown obsolete, civilisation crumbles into 
dust, new eras of science may yet dawn ; but to the end of 
time, and stretching through all the unborn ages of eternity, 
" the Word of the Lord endureth for ever." The name of 
Jesus, the person of Jesus, the work of Jesus, the Word of 
Jesus shall tower high above all others — unchangeable, im- 
perishable as God Himself. What Jesus ever has been in 
His Word to His people, He ever will be. " Heaven and 
earth shall pass away, but My words shall not pass away." 

Again (c\ Jesus is the same in His power. 

" By Him were all things created." "By Him all things 
consist." He it is who spake the word, "Let there be 
light, and light was." He it is who said, " Let the earth 
bring forth, and it was so." He it is who holds the stars in 
their courses, who controls the raging of the sea, who lets 
the winds out of His chambers. He it is who numbers the 
hairs of our head ; who points us to the birds of the air and 
the lilies of the field ; who has " all power in heaven and in 
earth." 
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Trace the power of Christ as revealed in His Word, and 
remember He has the same power to-day. He can raise the 
soul that is dead in trespasses and sins into newness of life. 
He can open the eyes of the spiritually blind, cleanse the 
most polluted soul, subdue the most rebellious will, calm 
the most stormy passions, guide the most perplexed, deliver 
the most tempted, comfort the most troubled, save the lost, 
ruined, and undone. 

His precious blood " cleanseth from all sin," and that 
blood has not lost its power, and never shall lose it 

" Till all the ransomed Church of God 
Be saved, to sin no more." 

(d) And, once more, Jesus is the same in His grace. 
How matchless is the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ ! 

" When we were yet without strength, in due time 

Christ died for the ungodly God commendeth 

His love toward us in that while we were yet sinners Christ 
died for us ... . being now justified by his blood 
we shall be saved from wrath through Him." (Romans, 
v., 6, 9.) 

This love has no parallel. Jesus died for His enemies 
— for rebellious, ungodly sinners, who had broken His laws 
and set Him at defiance, and trampled under foot His 
authority. He died for you and for me ; He died as " the 
propitiation for our sins;" He died as our substitute; He 
died instead of me ; and now, through His atoning death, I 
draw near to God as my reconciled Father, justified in Jesus 
from all iniquity, and in Him accepted and beloved of God. 
" Being justified by faith, we have peace with God, through 
our Lord Jesus Christ." 

5 
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O the wondrous love of God ! O the surpassing grace 
of Christ ! His inconceivable, inexpressible love ! 

Trace the love of Jesus during His earthly ministry, and 
remember, beloved, He is as full of love and grace to-day. 
This very hour His loving invitation is " Come unto Me." 
Prove your coming by " abiding in Me," and prove your 
abiding by " following Me." 

Is it not wondrous grace that Jesus should look with 
compassion upon a poor hell-deserving sinner? Is it not 
marvellous grace that He should love the sinner ? Is it not 
surprising grace that He, the Lord of All, should come as a 
suitor to His guilty creatures — that He should knock at 
the door of a sinner's heart ? 

O love, that passeth knowledge, 

So patiently to wait ! 
O sin, that hath no equal, 

So fast to bar the gate ! 

Yes, brethren, though Jesus knows all our sin and 
transgression and iniquity, all our coldness and unconcern 
for souls ; though we have, alas ! slighted Him, neglected Him, 
forgotten Him, still He is the same Jesus, and He says to you 
who are unconverted in this church : " Thou hast destroyed 
thyself, but in Me is thine help." He says to you who have 
backslidden : " Only acknowledge thine iniquity." He says 
to you who have been unfaithful and untrue : " Repent and 
do the first works." " Though your sins be as scarlet they 
shall be as white as snow, though they be red like crimson 
they shall be as wool." Receive this unchanged Saviour as 
the very Saviour you need. Receive Him as your soul's 
physician, your life, your light, your peace, your joy. 
Receive Him as the great outlet of the grace and mercy and 



35 



goodness and love of God to your soul. " As many as received 
Him to them gave He power " — and that power is the same 
to-night — "to become the sons of God, even to them that 
believe on His name." Trust His power, believe on His 
name, receive Him into your heart of hearts. 

All His saved ones have tried and proved this Gospel 
method. Some of you will testify to that power rescuing 
you, and bringing you into life and joy. This is grace — 
amazing, distinguishing grace. 

And he is the same gracious Jesus, " full of grace and 
truth," to-night, as ever. Jesus is the only unchanging One. 
Everything earthly changes. What changes we see in our 
families, in our congregations, in the world around us ! 
All is changing but the unchanging One. Thank God for 
that Rock which stands out every storm ; no piercing winds 
of adversity can touch it ; no thunders can shake it ; no 
weapon can destroy it; no enemy can undermine it; no 
death can destroy it. That Rock is Christ — a living Christ. 
All earthly temples shall crumble into dust ; cisterns will all 
fail ; the dearest ties will be snapped ; the sweetest friendships 
will be severed. All that is of earth will perish — "the 
building of God, an house not made with hands, eternal in 
the heavens," alone will stand. 

The hope that's built upon the Rock 
Shall ne'er be overthrown. 

Dear brethren, have you that blessed hope ? Are you 
on the Rock — in the Rock — sheltered there ? Is all your 
trust in Jesus — at all times in Jesus ? 

Surely this is a day when we ought to pause and consider 
where we are, what we are, and whither we are going ! 
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What of the years that have passed away, and the sermons 
you have heard from this pulpit ? I cannot trust myself to 
say much of your late beloved, revered, and greatly valued 
pastor. His loss to you, his dearly-loved flock ; his loss to 
the town ; his loss to his brother clergy ; his loss to the 
Church at large, and especially to evangelical truth, in this 
great midland centre, is very great. 

We will not, we cannot mourn for him. This has been a 
bright and glorious Whit Sunday for him before the Throne. 

It was my great privilege to know dear Mr. Lea for some 
sixteen years past, and from the day I first knew him I felt 
I could ever look to him for counsel and advice. His 
matured judgment, his ripe Christian experience, his holy 
and humble walk with God, were of untold value to all who 
knew him. 

We honour his firm, unflinching adhesion to evangelical 
and Protestant truth. He kept on the old lines of our honoured 
forefathers, Simeon, Venn, and a noble band of champions 
for the truth. As a pastor visiting his flock, he was ever 
about his Master's business; as a preacher, Jesus in His 
glorious person and truth was ever his theme. By the sick 
bed, oh, how many could bear testimony to his faithful 
dealing. His Confirmation classes — what untold blessings these 
have proved to those who had the privilege to attend them ! 
His valued support and guidance of associations, specially the 
Church Missionary Society — oh, how he loved it ; how he 
worked for it ; how he gave to it ! Our June gatherings in 
his house — what happy seasons they were, and what a savour 
they ever left behind ! 

His great personal influence led to many of the clerical 
appointments in the town* Being one of the Aston Trust, 
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some of the most important parishes in the neighbourhood 
have been filled mainly by him. Thank God, he lived to 
see at least two spheres of labour occupied by men who 
preach " nothing save Jesus Christ and Him crucified." 

JJut the last Great Day will alone declare his manifold 
labours of love. Now his pilgrimage is over ; his work is 
done ; his ministry is ended ; like a shock of corn fully ripe, 
the deeply-loved pastor, the dear old saint of God, has 
entered into glory. 

Remember him who has had the rule over you, as 
Incumbent of this parish for so many years ; who has spoken 
to you the Word of God. Follow his noble, bright, and holy 
example, consider his blessed end, and, while the tear will 
drop for the pastor gone, remember, " Jesus lives, the same 
yesterday, and to-day, and for ever." 

Servant of God, well done ! 

Rest from thy loved employ ; 
The battle fought, the victory won, 

Enter Thy Master's joy. 
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"Departing in Peace." 



A SERMON, 

Preached in St. George's, Edgbaston, on Wednesday 
Morning, May 16th, 1883, by 

The Rev. Percy Waller, 

Vicar of St. Barnabas', Birmingham. 



"Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace, according 
to Thy word." — St. Luke ii., 29. 

Ever since our childhood, at least since the days when, 
standing at a mother's side, we learnt to raise our young 
voices in the house of God, we have sung these words as 
part of the Sunday evening's praise. Solemnly and sweetly 
they fall at the close of day, breathing holy calm and peace. 
But only at special times, perhaps, has their true depth come 
home to us. Could we but throw our thoughts back 
eighteen centuries, stand with the aged Simeon in the 
Temple courts, and see him holding the Infant Saviour in 
his arms, with what happy gaze, now upward to God, now 
downward to the Child Jesus in his bosom, with what 
tremulous emotion should we hear the words fall from his 
lips, " Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace, 
according to Thy word." The longing expectation of his 
life was fulfilled* That sight which kings and prophets 
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waited for, but which was denied them, was promised and 
granted to him ; for " it was revealed unto him by the Holy 
Ghost that he should not see death, before he had seen the 
Lord's Christ." And he believed God that it should be even 
as it was told him. And in the strength of that confidence 
he waited ; waited, though years came and passed, leaving 
their trace on brow and form ; waited, though things looked 
dark, and the nation lay oppressed under a foreign yoke ; 
" waited for the consolation of Israel," "looking for redemp- 
tion in Jerusalem." 

This consolation, this redemption, was to be the work of 
a Person. To my mind, Simeon, besides others, realised and 
believed this. " I look for the Lord, my soul doth wait, and 
in His word do I hope. My soul waiteth for the Lord more 
than they that watch for the morning; I say, more than 
they that watch for the morning. Let Israel hope in the 
Lord; for with the Lord there is mercy, and with Him 
is plenteous redemption. And He shall redeem Israel from 
all his iniquities." In the spirit of these words, all the 
goodly fellowship of prophets strained their eyes to catch 
through the coming years the dawn of a brighter day, a day 
when God's loving mercy should be manifestly set forth, and 
His Son arise, "a light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory 
of His people Israel." Resting on the Word of God, 
cheering his heart with the sure and certain hope of the sight 
of the Redeemer, Simeon quietly waited for the Salvation of 
God. Day by day he entered the temple and joined in its 
services as had been his wont ; perhaps because he looked 
for a special blessing there. Isaiah had told how, to them 
that took hold of His covenant, and that pleased Him, God 
had said, "Even unto them will I give in mine house and 
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within my walls a place and a name better than of sons and 
of daughters : I will give them an everlasting name that 
shall not be cut off. . . Even them will I bring to my 
holy mountain, and make them joyful in my house of 
prayer." Perhaps, also, because of the words of Malachi, 
"The Lord whom ye seek shall suddenly come to His 
temple, even the messenger of the covenant whom ye 
delight in." For we are told he was a "just man, and 
devout, and the Holy Ghost was upon him." There was the 
secret of his true peace and joy. His inner life was 
sanctified by grace, and the fruit of this was evidenced both 
toward God and man : he remembered God daily both in 
praise and prayer, and in meditation over His law; he found 
comfort in the ordinances of His house; and in all his duties 
towards man he was watchful and upright. To such 
an one the recompense came — came in the gladdest way, 
with the most coveted privilege. " It was revealed to him 
that he should not see death before he had seen the Lord's 
Christ." 

And so it came to pass one blessed, memorable day. 
He went, as was his daily custom, into the courts of the» 
Lord ; and then the revelation was given. Unattended by 
pomp, unheralded by angels in heaven or saints of earth, 
two persons enter, bringing a child to present him to their 
God. Their offering showed them poor ; and, for aught other 
eyes could see, there was nothing to betoken the occasion 
unusual. But the eyes of Simeon's faith were opened, and 
he took the blessed Child into his arms, saying, in the 
doubtless astonished hearing of those who stood by, " Lord, 
now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace, according to 
Thy word ; for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation." He 
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held in his arms the Prince of Life, the long-expected 
Messiah, the Saviour of the World. The hope and prayer 
of years was answered. What did he need more ? As one 
who had attained all his desire, and had no wish unfulfilled, 
he resigned himself into the hands of a faithful Creator, with 
the words of peace and thankful praise, " Lord, now lettest 
Thou Thy servant depart in peace, according to Thy 
word." 

Think, next time you chant the " Nunc Dimittis, " with 
what untold fervour, what quiet joy, the inspired song flowed 
from the aged Simeon's heart. 

Since Thursday last, they have been words which have 
mingled with all my thoughts, " which my lips have uttered, 
and my mouth hath spoken when I was in trouble/' Nor 
mine alone. Members one of another, we share one 
common burden, we bow beneath one common loss. But 
through falling tears, and amid a multitude of thoughts 
within, the text has come like a sweet strain of heavenly 
music. May I, with trembling hand, strike the notes one 
by one with you ? Sure, they wake responsive harmonies, 
in connection with the long life just closed ! Very lovingly, 
very tenderly, would I speak — God helping me. 

Listen once again. Can we not echo the strain who have 
watched the peaceful end ? " Lord, now lettest Thou Thy 
servant depart in peace, according to Thy word." Lord, 
"Our Father which art in heaven," in whose hand our 
breath is, and whose are all our ways, the Lord who gave, 
tis Thou hast taken away ! We are dumb, we open not our 
mouth, for Thou didst it ! Up from the open grave, up 
from the vacant chair, up from this much-loved church and 
pulpit, up we lift our eyes, our hearts, our voices. Thou, 
6 
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even Thou, the "Master" hast called Thy servant to 
Thyself, who hast lent him to us so long; Thou hast raised 
him to the glory beyond ; Thou hast summoned him from 
the Church Militant to the Church Triumphant. We bless 
Thy holy name for his departure in Thy faith and fear ! 

" Now lettest Thou Thy servant depart." "Now." How 
often sorrowing hearts form the utterance, " Not now," "Not 
thus." " Oh, not now — a few more months or years, and then 
let the end come ; let us hear his voice still, let us see him 
ripening for heaven, let us soothe him in his growing 
infirmities." And the answer comes, "Yes, now! he has 
borne the burden and heat of the day ; he has passed the 
three score years and ten ; he has served his generation by 
the will of God; let him fall on sleep!" Or we say, 
"Not thus;" "Oh, not with such rapid steps, such sudden 
cessation of power; unseal those lips, revive the failing 
strength ; grant dying testimonies ; let us know that all is 
well." You do know ! " Great peace have they which love 
Thy law." "The eternal God is thy refuge, and underneath 
are the everlasting arms." Friends, surely you would not 
alter the "now;" you would not take the keys of death 
from Him who holds them, nor yet try to turn them as they 
lie in His hands. He " opens and none can shut." " He 
hath done all things well." The prayer of years has been 
granted, and the husband has been taken home first. His 
strength for service was spent ; no longer could he stand up 
to preach from hence, or go from house to house speaking 
of Christ crucified. It was a sore trial. " God knows," he 
said, " I am as willing as ever I was, but I have no power." 
No. And I say with thankful heart, " Thy will be done. 
" Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace." 
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What a comforting view is here given us of death ! " It 
is not the removal of a reluctant, unwilling man from the 
scene of all his joys and all his interests : it is the releasing 
of a weary man at evening from the toil and heat of a long 
and fatiguing day ; it is the desirable and peaceful dis- 
missal of one who has done his work, to a rest which toil has 
earned and which promise has sweetened." It is the 
language of a servant to his master : "Thou hast purchased me 
for thine own, and I have served thee faithfully ; I have not 
struggled against the bonds, for they have been cords of a 
man and bands of love ; but now the time has come to set 
me free, gladly, gratefully I accept release. Thy service has 
been " perfect freedom," but all too feebly have I done my 
part ; " unprofitable " is the title I write over the past. Thy 
grace has enabled me to do what has been done. Take me 
where Thy servants serve Thee perfectly, where they see 
Thy face unveiled, where they bear Thy name in their 
foreheads." 

Brethren, do not these words of Simeon wake responsive 
notes in the memories of your pastor? " Thy servant " — 
is not that the title to which he aspired ? As a child, he was 
pledged to be God's " faithful soldier and servant ; " as a 
minister, I believe he joined with St. Paul, St. Peter, and the 
rest. When they sought a title in their epistles, was it not 
always this — "Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ;" "Simon Peter, 
a servant and apostle of Christ;" "Jude, the servant of 
Jesus Christ " ? This was his life-character ; and every day 
we hear the testimony of unnumbered voices who marked 
his course, and who, whether agreeing or not in other things, 
are unanimous in this — his unfailing consistency and godly 
sincerity. In public and in private he was the same, bearing 
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out Bunyan's glorious ideal of a Christian minister. " He 
had eyes lifted up to heaven, the best of books in his hand, 
the world was beneath his feet; and he stood as if he 
pleaded with men." And no opportunity was lost, however 
short; no person, whatever position he held, was over- 
looked, where he thought he might speak a word in 
season for the Master whom he served, and carry out the 
" remembrance into how high a dignity and how weighty an 
office and charge he was called — to be messenger, watch- 
man, and steward of the Lord, to teach and to premonish, 
to feed and to provide for the Lord's family ; to seek for 
Christ's sheep that are dispersed abroad, and for His 
children who are in the midst of this naughty world, that 
they may be saved through Christ for ever." 

The test of a ministry is in souls prepared for glory. 
Little does it matter how we are used by God — whether for 
edification or for conversion. It is a question of natural 
gifts. Some are used for the one purpose, some for the 
other. Possibly the most faithful servant will be used in 
both ways. His was the joy, through grace, of begetting 
many spiritual sons and daughters in the holy faith of the 
Gospel ; and he is able to say, " Behold I, and the children 
whom Thou hast given me." Yet more, doubtless, will be 
found ; and then sweeter the joy, louder the song, as they 
welcome him. " It was thou who leddest me here ; thou 
taughtest me ; thou helpedst me. Thou never knewest it ; 
I never told thee ; but thou didst" 

" Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace" 
" In peace" not in pain ! Thank God he was spared that / 
Two days only was he unequal to getting downstairs, and 
those two were not marred by suffering. Those of us who 
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have watched by dear ones who were either at intervals or 
continuously in bodily agony through the fierceness of 
disease — we know what it has been to stand by the bedside, 
and see love and skill alike powerless to relieve. Then we 
have prayed, "O Lord, come quickly." It is no meaningless 
praise to say now, " Thank God he passed away in peace!" 

"In peace? not in doubt. He could say with Paul, 
" Being justified by faith, we have peace with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ ; " and " I know in whom I have 
believed." 

" In peace? because " according to Thy word." " Great 
peace have they which love Thy law." " Thou wilt keep him 
in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on Thee ; because he 
trusteth in Thee." "All that the Father giveth me shall 
come to me, and him that cometh to Me I will in no wise 
cast out." "My sheep shall never perish, neither shall 
any man pluck them out of my hand." Oh, brethren, the 
Word of God is good to rest on, a sure foundation on which 
to rely. "Happy is the man whose God is the Lord." 
"Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright; for the 
end of that man is peace." 

Yes ; he is gone, and no more shall we hear his voice 
on earth. He has joined the company of the redeemed ; he 
is gone in to see the King, whom not having seen he loved ; 
he has gone, as he desired, to behold His glory. To him to 
live was Christ, and to die gain : he is " with Christ, which is 
far better." 

May I add yet a word ? One is taken and the other left 
of two who for long, long years together have been " lovely 
and pleasant in their lives," but in death are now divided. 
Pray for her, that the God of the widow may deal very 
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graciously, may overshadow her with His presence, until 
He set her at his side again ! Do not forget this as the days 
go by, and at every turn she misses him, finds not the one to 
tend and cherish, finds him not to commune with, finds him 
not of whom to ask counsel, finds him not whose tired look 
she may smooth away, whose busy work she may share, 
whose pen she may save, whose heart she may gladden with 
good tidings, whose sorrows she may halve, whose joys 
double ! Forget not to commit her daily, hourly to her 
Lord and God, until the now doubly-welcome summons 
come to her also, and she, too, " depart in peace." 
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"Faithful Stewardship. " 
SHORT NOTES OF A SERMON, 

Preached at St. George's, Edgbaston, Sunday Morning, 
May 20th, 1883, by 

The Rev. Dr. Wilkinson, 

Rector of St. Martin's. 



"As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same 
one to another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. 

" If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God ; if any man 
minister, let him do it as of the ability which God giveth : that God in 
all things may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom be praise and 
dominion for ever and ever." — I. Peter, iv., 10, 11. 

One thought fills my heart — the thought which is filling all 
your hearts — as I rise on this occasion to preach from 
the pulpit so long and so faithfully occupied by your late 
beloved pastor : it is the loss we have all sustained. For it is 
not your loss only, but the loss of the Church of Christ 
throughout the town. I suppose there is hardly an Evan- 
gelical clergyman who has not in times of difficulty or 
perplexity availed himself of your loved pastor's ripe 
experience and judgment. As I turned over the pages of 
my Bible, thinking from what passage I should address you 
this morning, my eye fell on this; and, while there are 
doubtless many which would have been very suitable, yet 
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this seemed to me so exactly to describe his character and 
life that I could not pass it over. 

" As every man hath received the gift." Now surely you 
will bear me out when I say that no man ever gave the 
impression to others more than he did, that he recognised 
that all his gifts came from God; and while the " gift * 
spoken of here is certainly the gift of salvation, yet it includes 
all other gifts. And your pastor had received gifts — good 
natural abilities and a sound judgment ; a good education, 
which enabled him to turn them to good account, and 
prepared him for his position of social influence and for his 
usefulness in the Church. All these, the influence he 
exercised over his people, his brethren in the ministry, 
and the Church of Christ, he looked upon in no ordinary 
sense as the gifts of God, to be used for Him ; and truly 
they were never used for his own aggrandisement, or to serve 
his own ends in any way, but always unsparingly and 
ungrudgingly in the service of his Master. 

But while we can say all this of these outward gifts, how 
much more of the inward gift of grace ! As he had received 
this gift, even so he ministered the same faithfully and 
untiringly, both in his public and private ministrations. 

"As good stewards of the manifold grace of God" — 
and truly he was a good steward. It is required in 
stewards that a man be found "faithful," and he was* 
faithful. He was always seeking the welfare of those about 
him, and during the seventeen years I was privileged to know 
him, I never met him without being impressed by the feeling 
that he was anxious to do good himself, and to influence others 
to do good also : his great aim was that good should be done. 
His mind seemed ever full of plans for the benefit of others, 
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and this not only in his own Church and town, but through- 
out the world. He took the warmest and widest interest in 
missionary work, and when the list of subscriptions was read 
out at the Annual Church Missionary Meeting, the amount 
collected at St. George's, Edgbaston, always testified to the 
success of his endeavours to inspire his flock with his own 
zeal for the glory of God in the conversion of the heathen* 
His interest in the work of the Church Extension Society is 
well known, and the erection of church after church in this 
town has been mainly due to his exertions and labour. He 
was always ready cheerfully and liberally to help with his 
means, and he had only to be satisfied that a cause was good 
to be willing to help it. Most men possessing wealth use it 
to surround themselves with things that are gratifying to 
their taste; but, as a faithful steward, he used this, 
as every other gift, to the glory of God, and to advance 
the interests of His kingdom upon earth. His personal 
influence was great, and due, perhaps, more to the sanctity 
of his life than to his public teaching, valuable as that was. 

Since his death I have heard said by one (what many 
have felt) that he had been more influenced by his life than 
by his teaching. Even those who differed most widely from 
him in opinion were impressed by the holiness of his 
character and walk, and wished to be one with him when they 
should come to die. Like the Roman Catholic priest who, 
at the grave of good Bishop Bedell, was heard to say in 
Latin, " Sit anima mea cum Bedello" — may my soul be with 
Bedell — we,, too, would say, "When I die may my soul be 
with his " Let me die the death of the righteous, and let 
my last end be like his." Large numbers have borne witness 
to the great blessing that has ever attended his instruction 
7 
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for Confirmation, and there must be many young people 
present here who could testify to the benefit they have 
received during their preparation under his loving care. The 
last who has borne testimony to the benefits so received is, I 
believe, the one who now holds the highest position in the 
Church in this land. 

" If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God." 
When a minister goes into the pulpit, it should always be 
to deliver a message from God, not to present his own views 
and opinions ; though, of course, what he delivers should be 
his own opinions. Your beloved pastor felt this, and 
solemnly and faithfully delivered his message from God. 
He entered this pulpit not to speak his own words, but what 
he found in God's Word. His preaching was thoroughly 
evangelical ; he always took the Bible for his standard. If 
my dear brother were here he would say to me, " Don't 
praise me ;" but I do feel that I am setting forth the glory of 
God revealed in him. 

" If any man minister, let him do it as of the ability which 
God giveth." And surely he did minister as of the ability 
which God giveth — not m his own wisdom, never relying on 
himself; he looked to God for direction in all things. By 
his brethren he was looked upon a father ; they could rely 
on his judgment and experience; he was always true and firm 
to his principles, and he could reprove, and severely too, 
when occasion required it. 

" That God in all things may be glorified through Jesus 
Christ." And who does not feel that this was the great 
motive of your beloved pastor's life — to seek in all things 
God's glory ? Many of you were present on Thursday when 
we committed his body to the grave, and saw the vast 
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assemblage of mourners and the large number of brother 
ministers gathered together on that occasion. Why was the 
assemblage so large, the grief so deep ? Just because of this 
feeling : we all knew that he had lived and worked that 
God in all things might be glorified — that " whether he ate 
or drank, or whatever he did, he did all to the glory of God/ 
We have all enjoyed a great privilege in having had such an 
example before us so long; but remember, where is great 
privilege there is great responsibility also. This responsi- 
bility you and I and my brother ministers share. That we 
may make a right use of it is a matter for each of us to lay 
to heart. 
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"The Believer's Satisfaction." 

A SERMON, 

Preached at St. George's, Edgbaston, Sunday Evening, 
May 20th, 1883, by 

The Rev. Alexander Baring-Gould, 

Vicar of Christ Church, Winchester. 



"I shall be satisfied, when I awake, with Thy likeness." — 
Psalm xvii., 15. 

" Satisfied ! " Yes, completely and eternally satisfied ! 
And with this, but with nothing short of this, can the 
believer ever be satisfied. He will remember that once, in 
the persons of his first parents, he bore that moral likeness, 
for " in the image of God created He him ; " and that by sin 
that image was lost. And yet what was the ultimate design 
of Redemption but to restore that image ? For, " whom He 
did foreknow, He also did predestinate to be conformed to 
the image of His Son." When, therefore, the design of 
Redemption is accomplished, and the believer has recovered 
God's likeness, why should he not be satisfied? The 
Redeemer then " shall see of the travail of His soul, and 
shall be satisfied ; " and, if the Redeemer is satisfied, surely 
the redeemed may be so ! 

Accordingly, the Psalmist here declares that when this 
condition is fulfilled he will be satisfied. " Men of the 
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world," he had said, "have their portion in this life." They 
are easily satisfied with earthly toys ; but " as for me, I will 
behold Thy face in righteousness ; / shall be satisfied, when 
I awake, with Thy likeness." 

And what will be this likeness ? Let me briefly point 
out some of its features with which all believers will be 
satisfied. 

I. — They will be like Him in knowledge. 
Our present knowledge is most imperfect, and, with all 
our searchings after truth, we are mere "children in 
understanding." St. Paul contrasts our present attainments 
with our future knowledge, when he says, "Now we see 
through a glass, darkly ; but then face to face : now I know 
in part ; but then shall I know even as also I am known." 
What satisfaction shall we then have when all the mysteries 
of Divine grace are solved, and all the dispensations of 
God's Providence are unravelled before our eyes ! What 
satisfaction shall we then enjoy when at last we are " able 
to comprehend with all saints, what is the breadth, and 
length, and depth,- and height, and to know the love of 
Christ ! " How glorious will Christ's Person and work then 
appear ! We already know that it was through His poverty 
we are made rich, but we shall never know how rich until 
Heaven's treasury is laid open to our view. We may do 
our best to grasp the Truth, but as yet we have no capacity 
to receive it. But, as McCheyne reminds us — 

When this passing world is done ; 

When has set yon glaring sun ; 

When we stand with Christ in glory, 

Looking o'er life's finished story : 

Then, Lord, shall we fully know — 

Not till then, how much we owe I 
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II. — They will be like Him in character, 

" Be ye holy, for I am holy." Such is the appointed 
standard of holiness, and we dare not lower it. But, oh, 
who is there that shall reach it? Our principles may be 
right, but what is our practice ? Think of what it is to keep 
the eye single, the heart pure, the temper unruffled, and the 
spirit at all times prepared for communion with God. 
Think what it is to have that "mind which was also 
in Christ Jesus;" to be like Christ, "holy, harmless, 
undefiled." 

And yet this is the believer's prayer and aim, and he can 
never be satisfied until this likeness is attained. But when 
is it to be ? Believers are making progress towards it, no 
doubt — " we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a glass 
the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image 
from glory to glory." But how slow, how unsatisfying is 
the progress ! But, ah ! think of what happens when the 
believer's soul springs at death into the presence of God ! 
He then joins " the spirit of just men made perfect," and is 
perfect himself. The effects of the Fall, so far as the soul is 
concerned, are effaced. The image of God is now complete, 
and he is satisfied. " We know that when # He shall appear 
we shall be like Him ; for we shall see Him as He is ! " 

III. — They will be like Him in body. 

" I shall be satisfied, when I awake, with Thy likeness." 
And this implies that they must all — except the Lord come 
first — fall asleep. There is a soft pillow prepared for them, 
and they fall "asleep in Jesus." But these sleepers shall 
awake. The bodies of believers are redeemed as well as 
their souls; and, therefore, until the resurrection of those 
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bodies, at the coming of Christ, redemption is incomplete. 
And hence for the full and final satisfaction we must wait 
until that day. Even the souls in Paradise are represented 
in a waiting attitude, and as crying, " How long ? " And 
hence, too, our own thoughts, like Paul's, bound over the 
intermediate state while we proclaim our hope and say, 
" Our citizenship is in heaven ; from whence also we look 
for a Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall fashion anew 
the body of our humiliation, that it may be conformed to the 
body of His glory, according to the working whereby He is 
able even to subdue all things unto Himself." (R. V.) 

And now think how it will intensify our satisfaction when 
we awake and find that the resurrection of our bodies will 
be associated with the reunion of the saints. " We which 
are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them 
in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air ; and so shall we 
ever be with the Lord." And will not this fill our cup of 
satisfaction to overflowing ? Has the widow no ground for 
rejoicing at the prospect of rejoining her husband? Has 
the parent no joy in the recovery of a long-lost child ? 
Brethren, picture to yourselves this great Awakening in this 
connection — in its connection, I mean, with the reunion of 
the saints at the coming of the Lord. I grant that in the 
foreground of that picture will stand the Saviour. On His 
loved Person is riveted every admiring eye ; and yet not so 
riveted as to be unconscious of those whom "God will 
bring with Him." God Himself would not have it so ; for 
we find, as a matter of fact, that this reunion of God's 
people is the very consideration which He provides 
specifically for His Church when they mourn the loss of 
friends. They are not "to sorrow even as others which 
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have no hope." And what is the hope held out ? It is this : 
Resurrection, Reunion, Recognition! And then He adds, 
"Wherefore comfort one another with these words" 
(I Thess. iv. 13-18.) And then, 

IV. — As a climax, they will be like Him in immortality. 

So it was with Christ. " Christ, being raised from the 
dead, dieth no more ; death hath no more dominion over 
Him." And, as with Christ, so with His people. "The 
Gift of God is Eternal Life." Oh, Eternity, Eternity! 
This is the brightest jewel in the believer's crown — this 
completes his satisfaction. All he now enjoys, he enjoys for 
ever. His satisfaction is as lasting as the Being of God : 
stable as is His Throne. And then he is satisfied : he must 
be satisfied. Every wish is accomplished, every expectation 
surpassed ; nothing is left to be desired. His joy is full, 
and there is enough to give it. Oh, bliss beyond 
conception — ineffable, undisturbed, unspeakable! "We 
shall all meet at that great day," once said your own Angell 
James, " and our first greeting will be : We part no more ; 
around us is glory, within us is rapture, before us — -Eternity!" 

And now, dear brethren, allow me to direct your 
thoughts for a few minutes to one who seemed to me to be 
all his life long thirsting after that satisfaction of which my 
text speaks. Sure I am that no language could more 
completely reflect the longings of our dear departed 
brother's soul than that I have put before you to-night. It 
was the cherished desire of his life to be conformed to the 
image of his Saviour ; and that desire was, in its measure, 
gratified at his death. " I shall be satisfied, when I awake, 
with Thy likeness." 



k 



57 



But here you may ask what right have I to speak so 
confidently ? I reply, every right ; few, very few, I appre- 
hend, have a better right. For the greater part of my life I 
have enjoyed his unbroken friendship. Ordained as his 
curate forty years ago last Easter, he has ever since been 
my counsellor in difficulty, and my true friend in every 
emergency. Nay, more, I may be permitted to speak 
to-night as the representative of a large band of curates who 
have enjoyed much the same privilege — my own dear son 
among the number. And I am bold to say that such has 
been his influence for good over every one of us, that if 
there has been any measure of usefulness in our subsequent 
ministry, we owe it, under God, to a great extent to the 
wisdom of his counsels and to the brightness of his example. 
Each one of us, I am persuaded, can say of him in the 
language of St. Paul : " I thank my God upon every 
remembrance of you." 

And here, without dwelling upon his character, which 
has already been so ably done, there is one thing about his 
case which I think we all shall acknowledge. As a general 
rule, the excellences of a man of God are not usually 
recognised until his death. We then at last learn the true 
value of a man when he is lost to us. This has not been 
the case in the present instance. The likeness our dear 
friend bore to the image of his Master was too close not to 
be seen and known of all men. And hence it has come to 
pass that, as far back as my memory can reach, we have 
always been in the habit of speaking of him as one who had 
unquestionably reached a standard of holiness immeasurably 
in advance of any of ourselves. 

But the important question which I should like you to 
8 
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consider, and which may prove, under God, of the most 
practical use, is, How did he reach this standard ? And here 
it is that we, who have had so much familiar intercourse with 
him, and have seen the secret influences at work on his 
mind, may hope to be some help to you. If, then, I may 
be allowed to state my own convictions, I should say — 

First, that his exalted piety had as a foundation his 
deep sense of the evil of sin. The image of God's holiness, 
as revealed in His Word, was continually before his eyes ; 
and in the contemplation of that holiness his own soul was 
bowed down under a consciousness of his own exceeding 
sinfulness. Strange as it may seem to some who in these 
days think and speak so lightly of sin, that one so eminently 
holy should yet be perpetually crying for "a broken and a 
contrite heart," yet such, I am persuaded, was the case. 
Very few, perhaps, ever entered more fully and sympathised 
more deeply with the bitter cry of the Apostle Paul : " O 
wretched man that I am ! who shall deliver me from the 
body of this death ? " 

But then, secondly, it was this very deep insight into the 
plague of his own heart that led him so tenaciously to cling 
to the grace of God, as revealed to him by the Holy Spirit in 
the Gospel. It was his • knowledge of the Law, its extent 
and spirituality, that brought him, day by day, to the foot of 
the cross, there not only to be clothed with righteousness not 
his own, but to be strengthened with power not his own. 
And it was in the exercise of that power that he prevailed. 
His soul was in the constant habit of leaning on Christ's 
strength in every religious conversation he held, in every 
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pastoral visit he paid, as well as in every sermon he 
preached. From his utter distust of himself, he thought, 
spake, and acted in the habitual exercise of trust in Christ. 
In a word, he realised in his daily life the lovely picture of 
the Church of Christ drawn by the inspired pen : " Coming 
up from the wilderness, leaning upon her beloved." 

And then, thirdly, to complete this bare outline of the 
secret influences which raised our beloved friend to his high 
standard of spiritual attainments, I would especially note his 
habits of prayer. Naturally possessed of a clear and sound 
judgment, he might easily have been betrayed into " leaning 
on his own understanding ; " but it was a snare by which no 
man was ever less entangled. Over and over again have I 
known him, when talking over our difficulties — his own or 
mine — stop the conversation, and say, " Now, before we go 
further, let us kneel down and take counsel of God." He 
had a peculiar gift of prayer ; simple, specific, but always 
reverential, he would pour out his whole soul before 
God. As an example of his habit of prayer, never shall I 
forget when, nineteen years ago, his mind was peculiarly 
exercised in regard to this very church when offered him. 
He took me into yon vestry, and there, on our knees 
together, after asking me to pray, he himself, in the most 
earnest accents, pleaded with God to show him His mind, 
and guide his decision, for the glory of His Name and the 
good of His Church. And do we not all feel at this hour 
that that prayer was heard and answered ? 

And now let me turn from the dead to the living, and 
consider what is the application of all this to yourselves* 
True, you can hear your late pastor's voice no more ; his 
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tongue is silent in the grave. You will see him no more in 
this pulpit — hear him no more : but surely, rt he, being 
dead, yet speaketh." From his grave you seem to hear the 
echoes of his well-known voice, and praying you, " in Chrises 
stead, be ye reconciled to God." 

He speaks to the careless sinner, and says, " How long, 
ye simple ones, will ye love simplicity ?" Ye heeded me not 
in life, maybe ye will listen while I speak to you from my 
grave. You, too, must die ; but where are you seeking to 
satisfy your soul in the prospect of that day ? Tell me, if 
you can, what satisfaction you have found from that world 
which you love so dearly? The world, perhaps, is now 
your all ; but are you satisfied with your all ? Conscience 
tells you that you are not. It has left you to this very hour 
with an aching void in your heart, which the world you 
know can never fill. Oh that you would at last pause and 
reflect ! Oh that you would now ask yourself, as I can no 
longer stand at your side and ask you, " Wherefore do ye 
spend money for that which is not bread, and your labour 
for that which satisfieth noil" Quit these "broken 
cisterns," which hold no satisfying waters, and come and 
drink at the Fountain of living waters. Come to Christ ! 
He has satisfied me : He can and will, if you ask Him, 
satisfy you. " Hearken diligently unto me," now that I 
speak to you from my grave, "and eat ye that which is 
good, and let your soul delight itself in fatness." 

He speaks to parents^ and bids you realise how vain, 
how short-lived, are all mere worldly possessions. What 
will all this world's wealth profit your children when they 
come to die ? They want a more enduring portion. Oh, 
then, if at your death you would leave them the richest 
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legacy that was ever bequeathed to child, leave them the 
inestimable blessing of a Christian education, strengthened 
by the holy example of godly parents. Train them up 
for God» Pray for them ; and, while you pray yourselves, 
teach them to pray for the true source of all happiness 
here and hereafter, and say, "O satisfy us early with 
Thy mercy, that we may rejoice and be glad all our 
days." 

He speaks to children and to the young. You, dear young 
friends, are reminded of the loving and tender care your late 
pastor ever took of the lambs of his flock. On how many of 
you, at the period of your confirmation, has he looked with a 
yearning heart, and said, " My little children, of whom I travail 
in birth again until Christ be formed in you." And with how 
many of you, to my certain knowledge, has he been comforted. 
In your case, I can easily conceive that the message he 
would send to you by my lips is this : "I have no greater 
joy than to hear that my children walk in truth." Yes, 
dear young friends, fulfil ye your late pastor's joy. Follow the 
Lord fully ; and then, think of the satisfaction — yours and 
his — when, at last, in the great day of awakening, he shall 
meet you once more in the presence of that Saviour whom 
he so dearly loved, and be allowed to say, " Behold I, and 
the children which God hath given me ! " 

And so it is that this voice speaks to us all — pastors and 
people, parents and children, young and old. It speaks to 
a bereaved flock, and says, " Weep not for me : as for me, I 
am satisfied. True I am no longer with you, but I am ' with 
Christ, which is far better.' " Yes, and it speaks especially 
to one of that flock ; but ah ! the message it brings is too 
sacred for other ears than hers* We know the response 
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she gives to it, at all events, and it comes in the form of 
prayer : — 

Renew my will from day to day, 
Blend it with Thine, and take away 
All that now makes it hard to say, 

Thy will be done. 
Then, when on earth I breathe no more, 
The prayer, oft mix'd with tears before, 
I'll sing upon a happier shore : 

Thy will be done. 

My beloved brethren, there are two things which we are 
all of us most prone to forget, and they are the two things 
which we are most concerned to remember. They are 
these : ist, The greatness of the work we have each of us to 
do; and 2nd, The shortness of the time in which we have to 
do it. May God, in His infinite mercy, by the removal of our 
dearly-loved friend and brother, write these two things more 
deeply than ever on our hearts. From the closed grave of 
this honoured servant of God let each one offer up this 
special prayer : "So teach us to number our days, that we 
may apply our hearts unto wisdom." 
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"Knowing and Trusting." 

THE CLOSING PARAGRAPH OF 
A SERMON, 

Preached at Edgbaston Parish Churcr^ Sunday Morning, 
May 20th, 1883, by 

The Right Rev. the Bishop of Ballarat. 

"They that know Thy name will put their trust in Thee." — 
Psalm ix., 10. 

It is those that know that are able to trust. That aged 
servant of God who has been your neighbour for so many 
years, and was borne to his rest at Christ Church last 
Thursday, was one who knew his God, and therefore could 
trust Him. Take away from George Lea's life his acquain- 
tance with and his trust in his Lord, and what would have 
remained? But, with that, what a fragrant, what a lofty, 
what a precious life it was ! How wide, how deep was the 
influence over multitudes of individual characters of that 
unpretending career! He won no titles, no dignities, no 
fame. He never missed these, I am certain ; he never thought 
about them. But he made it his life's business to know the 
Triune God, and trusted Him ; and that ennobled and 
transfigured his life. It must be harder than it was, now 
that Mr. Lea's bright, sweet course on earth is over, to doubt 
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the reality of that faith which made him all he was; it must 
be less easy to rail at ministers of religion, when it is 
remembered what a minister he, through all his life, had 
been. O to end well, as he has done ! O to die the 
death of the righteous ! O to hand on to our successor the 
robes of whatever office we have worn in life, not only 
unsullied, but the fairer for our wearing them! O to dis- 
charge so faithfully a sacred function that it may be 
intolerable for an indolent or unworthy man to undertake it 
after us ! O to die so good a death that it may be harder 
for those we leave behind to live an evil life ! 
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"The Work of the Master — An Example to the 
Servant." 



A SERMON, 

Preached at St. Barnabas', Birmingham, Sunday Morning, 
May 20th, 1883, by 

The Rev. Percy Waller, 

Vicar of St. Barnabas'. 



"I must work the works of Him that sent me while it is day; the 
night cometh, when no man can work." — St. John, ix., 4. 

I. — These are very wonderful words in three respects. They 
speak of the pressure of a great necessity on the soul of 
Jesus Christ. They reveal a great strength and solace in 
His work. But, most of all, are they wonderful in the mouth 
of the " Ancient of Days," the Alpha and Omega, the First 
and Last. Let me, in reliance upon the Holy Spirit's help, 
try to open out these thoughts. 

(1.) There is the pressure of a great necessity : " I must 
work the works of Him that sent me." That this was not a 
momentary feeling, but the very motto of our Lord's whole 
life, may be seen from the recurrence of the same expression 
in other passages. When, at twelve years old, He was found 
9 
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by Mary " sitting with the doctors, both hearing and asking 
them questions," He explained His position in these words : 
"Wist ye not that I must be about my Father's business?" 
The opening bud betokens what the flower will be. From 
the early dawn we can often forecast the character of the 
noonday. And in the same way we expect, what indeed we 
find, that the thought expressed at the beginning will be 
repeated in later years. This earliest sentence that is 
recorded of the Holy Child is verily the keynote of the life 
whose sweet strain steals across the ear ever and anon 
throughout the earthly ministry. We do not place implicit 
reliance on the utterances of children as to what they will be, 
or do, when they are grown men and women ; because their 
humour, their purpose varies from day to day, and because 
they are so ignorant of what the coming years will bring. 
But the words of Jesus were always consistent one with 
another, because His character was ever the same : "with 
Him is no variableness not shadow of turning." And it is 
one of the testimonies to His divinity, and to His perfect 
holiness, that He never changed, but is " Jesus Christ, the 
same yesterday, to-day, and for ever." As a Child He 
already felt the necessity, the urgent character of the work 
which His Father had given Him to do ; so that He did not 
let slip even the precious morning of that "day," the 
" twelve hours " of which would so rapidly run their course. 

What do we read later on? Discovered by the people 
in a desert place where He had sought retirement, and 
entreated to stay in their midst, He refused, saying, " 1 must 
preach the kingdom of God to other cities also, for therefore 
am I sent." (St. Luke, iv., 42, 43.) Again, " Other sheep I 
have which are not of this fold : them also / must bring." 
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(St. John, x., 1 6.) And in the passage before us, " I must 
work the works of Him that sent me while it is day; the 
night cometh, when no man can work." "Almost like a 
labourer who has a great piece of ground to dig before night- 
fall, and sees the sun sloping westward, and thinks he has 
only one or two more hours, and redoubles his exertions." 
Thus every part of His ministry was filled full, leaving 
sometimes "no leisure so much as to eat," prolonging work 
till the day was far spent, causing Him to redeem hours from 
night or earliest dawn for prayer and communion with His 
Father. Through it all, moreover, He realised how "the 
Scriptures must be fulfilled," "the things written must be 
accomplished," and "the Son of Man must be lifted up." 

(2.) But the words reveal a great strength and solace in 
His work, " I mustj" in His lips, was not the expression of 
bondage, but of perfect freedom and fullest joy. It meant, 
"It is my delight." It meant, "I come to do Thy will, O my 
God; I am content to do it; yea, Thy law is within my 
heart." It was so real a satisfaction that He was refreshed, 
at a time of bodily fatigue, by some work for His Father. 
That conversation by Jacob's Well, where Jesus had sat down 
in weariness, proved reviving and sustaining, as He testified 
when the disciples came saying, "Master, eat." He answered, 
"I have meat to eat that ye know not of. My meat is to do 
the will of Him that sent me, and to finish His work." 
(St. John, iv., 31-34.) Therefore, whenever He wrought a 
miracle, or manifested forth His glory — whenever He spoke 
words of teaching to the disciples, words of comfort to the 
sorrowing, words of guidance for His followers in all time, 
the joy that He experienced arose from this, that He was 
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revealing the Father. The love that made all labour light 
was love to the Father who sent Him ; the strength which 
bore Him up found its hidden source in this, that He was 
keeping His Father's commandments, and abiding in His 
love. Can you not understand the solace which He felt when 
He had this testimony thrice from heaven : " This is my 
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased"? Can you wonder 
at the persistent strength with which He held on His course, 
in spite of all opposition and unbelief, when He could say, 
and say without fear of contradiction, " I do always those 
things that please Him" ? 

No Gospel, no part of Scripture indeed, so strongly 
insists on the Divinity of the Lord Jesus, and His union 
with the Father, who gave not the Spirit by measure unto 
Him. The Father loved Him, and dwelt in Him con- 
tinually ; and every act and word of the Son, while it was a 
manifestation of the Father, was at the same time a process 
of inward communion and growth ; just as our Lord declares, 
" I live by the Father," and " My meat is to do the will of 
Him that sent me." When, therefore, we hear Jesus speaking 
of His deeds of mercy, it was thus : "The Father which 
dwelleth in me, He doeth the works." If we turn to study 
His words, He ascribes them in a similar way : " The words 
that I speak unto you, I speak not of myself." " The word 
which ye hear is not mine, but the Father's which sent me." 
" He gave me a commandment what I should say, and what 
I should speak ; and I know that His commandment is life 
everlasting: whatsoever I speak, therefore, even as the Father 
said unto me, so I speak." He found His daily strength 
and solace in this : " I must work the works of Him that 
sent me" 



«9 



(3.) Most wonderful, however, is it to find in the mouth 
of the Ancient of Days the expression, "I must work . . . 
while it is day; the night cometh, when no man can work." 
That He should say His time was short, He the Alpha and 
Omega, the Beginning and the End ! It is but one more 
token of His perfect humanity, how " in all things He was 
made like unto His , brethren," that He should present 
Himself as having, with us, a set time, a certain opportunity, 
which the night of death would close ; taking upon His lips 
almost the words of the Psalm, "Man goeth forth to his 
work and to his labour until the evening." He speaks for 
our instruction, He gives us His life for our example, bids 
us learn how He regarded it, how He occupied it, how He 
filled its hours full with deeds and words of love, emphasising 
particularly wherein His strength for such service lay. When 
we go aside daily to meditate on the life of Christ, the long 
thirty years of preparation at Nazareth, and then the three 
short years of public ministry, how inexhaustible is the field ! 
We understand the truth of what St. John says : " There are 
also many other things which Jesus did, the which, if they should 
be written every one, I suppose that even the world itself could 
not contain the books that should be written." Think of 
the countless acts of mercy, the frequent journeys of love, 
the meetings which were planned to save, to heal, or to bind 
up some broken heart ; the words of eternal life, the brief 
message, the pointed question, the. longer discourses, the 
training of the twelve, the revelations of the future, the 
unfoldings of the past. Never before was so much gathered 
into so brief a space of years ! And it is to assure our 
hearts, to guide our plans, that the merciful Saviour tells 
us He regarded His life as but short, and that He worked with 
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the recollection ever present that the night was drawing on 
which would bring His opportunity to a close. 

The subject, then, has brought out this : the necessity 
Christ Jesus felt to do His Father's work ; the joy and solace 
it gave Him to feel all the while it was the work of Him that 
sent Him ; and the limited time at His disposal, in view of 
the night coming, when no man can work. 

II. — It seems to me that these three points were ever 
prominent in the life and ministry of that honoured servant 
of God who was laid to rest in Christ Church on Thursday 
last, amid the manifest grief of many hundreds of this town. 
I cannot let this occasion pass without an effort to bring 
to your remembrance some features of it which ought to be 
long stamped upon your minds. Many of you have listened 
to his teaching; most — may I not say all? — know how much 
St. Barnabas' owes to him. 

Some will remember how through his efforts St. John's, 
Ladywood, was made a separate parish, with a large church 
and commodious vicarage, when the town was fast growing 
in that direction. And, as streets and houses took the place 
of fields and lanes round here, the adjoining Infant School 
became the nursery of a growing congregation. For theiF 
accommodation this church was built, the workmen being 
assembled every day to join in prayer for God's blessing on 
its erection, and to ask that, by His good hand upon them, 
they might be preserved from all danger and accident. And 
when the name St. "Barnabas" was given, it was with the 
earnest desire that "consolation" and "exhortation" should 
be ministered here from the Word of God so long as time 
should last. Through his instrumentality youf first Incum* 



7i 



bent was chosen to feed the flock that gathered within these 
walls ; and never from that day to the close of life did Mr. 
Lea cease to pray for us. On my coming to look at the 
Living when it was vacant, he spoke of it with deep affection 
as a " child of Christ Church." He knelt down to entreat 
the guidance and overruling of the Holy Spirit ; and often ' 
since then has he put his arm into mine, as we walked and 
talked together, and has asked after the welfare or the progress 
of teachers and helpers in Christ, and of the schools, and 
indeed every part of our parochial organisation. 

(i.) He strove to make the language of the Master in 
this text his very own: "I must work the works of Him that 
sent me." The pressure of this necessity lay ever near his 
heart. Just as St. Paul cried, "Though I preach the Gospel 
I have nothing to glory of, for necessity is laid upon me ; 
yea, woe is me if I preach not the Gospel ; " so he felt that, 
having been called to the ministry by his Lord, he would 
spend and be spent for him; having put his hand to the 
plough, he would not look back ; having such an example 
before him, he would never ask, "How much need I do?" He 
resolved that for him there should be no limit while life and 
strength lasted; no measure, on reaching which anyone 
should say, " It is enough, stay now thine hand." For when 
the love of Christ constraineth a true-hearted servant, he 
will never cease his labour till he have done all that in him 
lieth to present every man perfect in Christ Jesus. And you 
are witnesses how he prolonged his active and manifold 
ministrations for fifty-six years, forty-three of which were spent 
in this town, which makes such large demands on time and 
strength ; prolonged them until some perhaps felt he ought 
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to resign, and give way to a younger man. But if he still 
held on, believe me, it arose from his overmastering desire to 
work for the Lord, and not to yield until he could do no 
more, or the summons came from on high bidding him rest 
from his labours. 

- (2.) While, however, the pressure of this necessity lay upon 
him to the end, he was never tired of testifying his joy and 
delight to do the Father's will. He had no greater happiness 
than to be on the King's business. The recollection that 
his work was, by God's gracious recognition, the work of 
Him that sent him was very strengthening and refreshing to 
his soul. Having marked the communion of the Son with 
the Father as the source of that wondrous life on earth, he 
learnt that was the secret of true and successful service. 
Apart from Christ we can do nothing. "As the branch 
cannot bear fruit of itself except it abide in the vine, no 
more can ye except ye abide in Me." If our work be not 
only for Jesus but in Jesus, it will be acceptable to God, and 
a spring of power and comfort to us. 

The Epistles open out a suggestive field, when we are 
bidden to " be zealous of good works," to be " prepared unto 
every good work," and to be " fruitful in every good work.' 
This was his aim whose loss we mourn. To preach the 
Gospel to the poor, to seek and save the lost, to feed the 
lambs, to edify and build up the believer: this he loved. 
With the grace of God in his own soul, exhibited in his 
household, evident in his District, he, like his Master, longed 
that his influence should be widely diffusive. Many another 
place and parish has been aided by him, in his desire for the 
extension of Christ's Church both at home and abroad ; he 
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would haye the .kingdom of God preached in cities and lands 
where it was unknown, and Jew and Gentile be brought into 
the one flock. 

He gathered power for service by daily communion with 
God in prayer, and in the study of His Word. How 
earnestly he dug for the hidden treasure laid up in the mine 
of Holy Scripture! How humbly he took his place at the 
feet of the Divine Teacher, asking for light and under- 
standing! "That which I see not, teach Thou me," was his 
constant petition. With David he could say, "Thy word 
have I hid in my heart, that I might not sin against Thee." 
With Jeremiah, " Thy words were found and I did eat them, 
and Thy word was unto me the joy and rejoicing of my 
heart." And in the strength of that meat he went forth to 
labour. Brethren, no one who so lives on the Word of God 
can doubt its Divine authority or its mighty power. Hence 
his unfailing confidence in its teaching; hence his resort 
to it continually as a lamp to his feet and a light to his 
path; hence his invariable appeal to it as a guide, amid all 
the present-day questionings, "What is truth?" Some called 
him "narrow;" but he had read, "Strait is the gate and 
narrow is the way that leadeth unto life, and few there be 
that find it." (St. Matthew, vii., 14.) He was jealous for the 
truth of God; he was fearful to swerve one hair's breadth to 
the right hand or to the left, lest he should err from the 
right way. And, through the abounding mercy of God, he 
was enabled to hold on his course with a beautiful con- 
sistency and fidelity, having a conscience void of offence 
both toward God and man. 

(3.) The limited opportunity set before us in the text was 
10 
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ever present to his mind. " I must work . . . while it 
is day; the night cometh> when no man can work." One 
reason he was able to accomplish so much was this — his days 
were so singularly well planned. You found no rush, no 
hurry; one thing after another filled its allotted space. Down 
in his study at seven o'clock every day of his life for more 
years than I can say, he secured a quiet hour for Bible 
reading and prayer before the outside world could intrude. 
And he endeavoured to have always some solid book in 
hand for regular mastery, to keep his acquaintance fresh 
with the thought of the present day. For he felt the night 
coming on which is to usher in the end of the world, and 
at times the sin and wickedness around vexed his righteous 
soul ; the growing disregard of the Lord's Day ; the indiffer- 
ence, and even hostility, to the Bible teaching of the young ; 
the coldness of many where he looked for zeal; the 
progress of Ritualism ; and the increase of Broad views in 
public men. He feared dark days were in store for Bir- 
mingham, but, in the spirit of the Lord Jesus, he asked, not 
"Whose fault is it?" but "Who will save and cure?" And all 
found him most ready to take or give counsel as to the 
wisest methods to meet the rise of old or the birth of new 
forms of evil. 

The silent opinion of those who have watched his steps 
has long been this : " I perceive that this is an holy man of 
God that passeth by us continually." And now that he is 
gone, every voice, every letter proclaims this with the deepest, 
most heartfelt gratitude. It is very remarkable, but there is 
not a letter from those who have known him, many of whom 
have risen to far higher positions in the Church of England 
than he, which does not contain testimony like this; "I 



cannot tell the blessing he has been to me; I owe more to 
him than any other on earth." He is gone, and I know 
not who will fill his place. But if, with Elisha, 
we mourn the translation of a father in Israel, let us 
cry, "Where is the Lord God of Elijah?" He, who gave His 
servant grace to do what he did, is ever the same; and out 
of weakness can make strong all who will submit themselves 
to Him. If you ask how it came about that one not endued 
with remarkable gifts, or distinguished by any brilliant or 
popular talent, was nevertheless so largely blessed and owned 
by God, I answer that he surrendered himself unreservedly 
to His Master, saying, " O Thou who hast saved me from 
the lowest pit, and hast redeemed me with Thy precious 
blood, take me as I am ; make me what Thou wouldst have 
me to be; .use me for Thy honour and glory!" "And God 
granted him that which he requested." 

From this newly-opened grave is there not a voice to us ? 
Oh, people of Birmingham, there rests on you a great 
responsibility as having known one who lived so near to God, 
and who witnessed for Him so boldly, without fearing the 
face of man. What does his life say ? "I must work the 
works of Him that sent me." Have you felt this necessity 
laid on you? It is not for ministers only. The Lord goes 
forth into the market of the world, summoning all alike,: 
" Why stand ye here all the day idle ? Go, work to-day in 
my vineyard !" You have heard this in the early morning of 
life; again He has come at noonday: "Why stand ye here 
all the day idle?" "Here," just outside the vineyard ! "All 
the day;" do you not see how fast it is passing? "Idle," 
when there is so much to do ! And now it is with some the 
"eleventh hour j" and though there is but the closing hour 



of life, yet even now, though so late, He still calls, and will 
still receive. The night is coming; opportunities are lessen- 
ing; the time will soon be over. Will you not hear His 
voice even to-day, and make the text your own? When the 
Master calls the labourers to give them their hire, what shall 
we have to show Him? He knows all we have ever done, 
or are doing. Our motives, our aims, all will then be made 
manifest. Before that day let us try our work of what sort 
it is; let us judge ourselves, that we be not judged of the 
Lord ! Oh, there will be a great deal of changing places at 
the judgment seat of Christ ! Then many that are last shal^ 
be first, and the first last ! Not those who shine before men 
because of their brilliant attainments shall be highest in that 
day, but the single-eyed, holy and humble in hearj, who 
have been faithful to God. O to work to-day! O to end 
well ! To say at the close, at however great a distance from 
our Lord, "I have glorified Thee on earth, I have finished 
the work which Thou gavest me to do !" And then to take 
St. PauPs great "Jubilate" on our lips : " I have fought the 
good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: 
henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness 
which the Lord, the righteous Judge, shall give me at that 
day; and not to me only, but unto all them also that love 
His appearing." (II. Tim., iv., 7, 8.) 
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"The Unchangeable Priesthood." 



A SERMON, 

Preached at St. George's, Edgbaston, Wednesday Morning, 
May 23rd, 1883, by 

The Rev. Edward Hoare, 

Vicar of Trinity Churchy Tunbridge Wells. 



" Wherefore He is able to save them to the uttermost that come unto 
God by Him, seeing He ever liveth to make intercession for them." — 
Hebrews, vii, 25. 

Amongst the many sorrows of life there are few more deeply 
felt than that experienced by a loving congregation when 
bereaved of a loving minister. The tie is so sacred, and the 
various relationships connected with it are of such deep 
importance, that it has an effect not only upon our personal 
lives, but upon the lives of our families, our servants, our 
children, and of all connected with us. The tie is so bound up 
with all the joys and sorrows of our homes that it is 
impossible for it to be cut without its severing some of the 
most sacred relationships of life. I am sure this has been 
felt in this congregation if ever it was felt in any, for there 
has been prevailing in this congregation and parish a united 
spirit of brotherly love. No one knows how deeply such a 
loss is felt in all cases; and you must all feel it most 
especially when you look back upon the consistent life of 
your pastor, and remember not merely the clear statements 
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of doctrinal truth so truly and so faithfully placed before you, 
but also that quiet, calm, Christian wisdom which made our 
dear friend not merely a blessing here, but a blessing 
throughout the whole Church of England, so that, wherever 
he was known, his counsels were valued. No wonder, then, 
that the loss has been felt throughout the whole town of 
Birmingham, for it is felt from one end of England to the 
other. And what ought to be the effect of such a loss, and 
of your bereavement from such a minister? Surely the 
effect ought to be to draw our thoughts to the higher ministry 
of the Lord himself, and to the time when all earthly 
instrumentalities shall come to an end — to fix our whole 
thought and attention upon Him who is far higher than any 
instrumentality, and who abides for ever as the one common 
Saviour of His people. This, then, must be our one object 
this morning. We will seek to rise above the bereavement 
to the thought of the Saviour ; and this passage seems to be 
peculiarly appropriate, because it contrasts the living Lord 
with the dying ministry. It is a contrast between the Jewish 
priesthood passing away through death, and the living Saviour 
abiding for ever. There are three points in the passage to 
which I propose to draw your attention this morning — the 
never-ending life ; the unchangeable priesthood ; and then 
the salvation to the uttermost. May the Lord himself be 
with us while we study this account of our glorified Redeemer ! 

I.-^77te never-ending life. There is a contrast between 
the blessed Saviour and the Jewish priests — a contrast which 
holds equally good between Him and the Christian ministry. 
The Christian ministry is entirely different from the Jewish 
priesthood, but yet in one respect the two are alike. Both are 
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in the hands of dying men, who are rapidly passing away ; so 
that, when you read of the Jewish priesthood, you read of 
"many priests, for they were not suffered to continue by reason 
of death." They exercised their priesthood for a short time, and 
then passed away to give place to others. The result was that 
during any lengthened period of time there was not one 
priest, or two, or three, but many : one followed the other, 
and then himself passed away. Now, the contrast of this 
passage is between this succession of priests thus passing 
away and the one Priest who liveth for ever ; between the 
many ministers coming up in succession and taking the 
places of those that have gone before, and then yielding up 
their position to someone else, and the one living Lord, who 
never dies. He died once, and in that death He completed 
for ever the full, perfect, and all-sufficient satisfaction for sin. 
That was done once, and done for ever. It cannot be 
repeated or perpetuated : " Death hath no more dominion 
over Him." Oh, what a strange thing is the mind of man ! 
and how marvellous it is that anyone should suppose for a 
moment that there can be anything approaching to anything 
like a continuation of sacrifice of the living Lord ! His great 
propitiation is finished — finished for ever — finished never to 
be repeated or perpetuated — finished in the one act of His 
death upon the cross; so that now He liveth in the power of 
an endless life. It is this living Saviour — the One who was 
dead, and who is now alive for evermore — with whom we 
have to deal. 

II. — We shall now be prepared to consider the unchanged 
able priesthood. The word "unchangeable" does not mean 
"not shifting about," as some people do, and as Qur dear friend 



8o 



never did, but it means that the priesthood of our Lord is 
not like man's priesthood, which passes from one to another 
in succession. In the human ministry one minister comes 
for a time and then passes away. His mantle is taken by a 
second, and a third, a fourth, and a fifth; but our loving 
Lord never passes away, so that there can be no succession 
in His priesthood. His is one living Presence, living 
on from the beginning to the end. His work continues and 
abides, and He is the same living Lord now to you and to 
me as he was to St. Peter and St. Paul. Eighteen centuries 
have not made the slightest difference in Him. Neither 
place nor time makes any difference with Him. It matters 
not how many centuries have passed since His first advent, 
He is the same living Saviour now, the same in character, in 
purpose, in power, and in all the attributes of life, as He was 
the very day He ascended from the Mount of Olives. There 
is no succession in His ministry — no passing of His work 
from the hands of one to those of another. He does it all 
Himself in the power of His own omnipotence, and He will 
continue to do it as the living Lord until, having triumphed 
over every foe, He delivers up the Kingdom to the Father. 

III. — We may pass on, then, and in the third place 
consider the salvation to the uttermost. What we have 
already considered gives a clear explanation of that expression, 
and shows that the true meaning is that, because He liveth 
ever and never dies, He therefore never passes on His 
priesthood to another, but carries on the whole work in His 
own Church, and in every individual member of it, in His 
own living omnipotence, right on to the very end. There is 
no succession, and therefore He, as the living Lord, takes 
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the whole into his own hand and carries it through. In this 
you see the immense contrast between all earthly agencies and 
the Lord himself. If we think of the earthly agencies which 
have a very important influence upon our lives and characters 
and hopes, how varied are they ! How many of us 
can look back with profound thanksgiving to our early lives, 
when a dear mother taught us of Christ ! But she has long 
since passed away. How many of you can look back to the 
sacred ministry of your venerable pastor ! And now he has 
passed away. If I think of those who taught me the Gospel 
in my early days, such as old Simeon at Cambridge, I see 
them all passed away. And thus many of you can look back 
to the time of your confirmation, and remember the pastor's 
prayers, the pastor's teaching, and the pastor's counsel ; and 
it may be that his teaching then left its mark upon your lives. 
But now he has passed away, and some one else is coming. And 
so you have been these last eighteen years, under the loving 
care of our dear friend who has gone. During that time 
you have heard his clear statements of Divine truth, and 
from his affectionate and persuasive ministry have learned of 
the Lord Jesus. And now he has passed away, and another 
comes, and after him another, and so on. Now the point 
in this passage is that the living Lord never passes away, and 
that what He begins that He himself finishes. He may 
have made use of a man to make the first deep impression in 
your soul, and may so have pricked your conscience ; but when 
the outward minister passes away He remains just the same, to 
complete your salvation. His power never weakens, His cha- 
racter never changes. He continues to sit at the right hand of 
the Father. Some of you may be old men and old women, and 
be able to look back fifty, sixty, or seventy years to the time 
it 
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when the Lord, by his Spirit, graciously touched your hearts, 
and you may have continued up to this day -to walk with 
Him in faith. If so, through the whole of a long life there 
may have been a succession of human agencies acting on 
your character; but all, or nearly all, have passed away. He, 
however, remains just the same, and will continue the same 
until He gathers you as He has just gathered him whom you 
have loved unto his rest. Thus He will continue until that 
sacred moment comes when the heavens will open and we 
shall see the Lord Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 
The living Lord will be ready to welcome you in the last crisis 
of your life, and as He has helped, and taught, and guided 
you all the way through, He will be ready to stretch out His 
hand and welcome you at the end. He does not say He 
will help you for a few years only, but all through to the last 
hour of your need — aye, and we may go a step further, and 
say, to the ingathering of the last of God's elect. This will 
come we know not how soon — perhaps it will not be very 
long before the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall rise, 
and the elect shall be gathered, to be for ever with the Lord. 
When that hour comes not one will be wanting amongst that 
vast multitude. There will not be one with one spot on the 
wedding garment, for every sin will be blotted out for ever. 
And more than that, the Lord himself will complete His 
work of saving to the uttermost by producing His own image 
in every individual, and will so fulfil the promise, " We shall 
be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is." Here, then, 
we see the salvation to the uttermost. Look on, then, to that 
great gathering before the Throne, think of Him at the head 
of His people, and think of yourselves, the poor, weak, sin- 
stricken people, preserved all the way through, and permitted 
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to stand there at the right hand of the Throne. When we 
think of that, may we not turn our thoughts away from 
earthly bereavements and earthly instrumentalities, and fix 
our hearts upon Him who is there seated upon His Throne 
as the Great High Priest in the midst of His omnipotence ? 
And may we not think, also, of that great gathering in of 
His people, when there shall be one glorious company, 
without spot and without blemish, assembled before the 
Throne of the Lord? Then all will rejoice in a sal- 
vation not begun only, but completed ; a salvation not 
accomplished by a succession of men, but by one individual, 
and that individual the Lord himself, who never dies. When, 
therefore, we mourn the removal of those devoted men whom 
that living Saviour has seen fit to employ as instruments, and 
when we sorrow over the ravages of death even amongst 
those who appear to be the most faithful and valuable of His 
servants, we must look beyond the succession of dying men 
to the living Lord who has condescended to make use of 
them, and we must seek for the Spirit of that living God to 
raise our thoughts high above the death-bed of the dying man, 
even to Him who is alive for evermore, and who is making 
His own preparations for the day when the whole company 
of his elect, no longer separated by either time or place, 
shall be gathered before His Throne to enjoy with Him, and 
through Him, an endless life in the presence of our God. 
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"Great in the Kingdom of Heaven." 



A SERMON, 

Preached at Christ Church, SparkbrooK, Sunday Morning, 
May 20th, 1883, by 

The Rev. G. Tonge, 

Vicar of Christ Church, Sparkbrook. 



"Whosoever, therefore, shall break one of these least commandments, 
and teach men so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of 
heaven ; but whosoever shall do and teach them the same, shall be called 
great in the kingdom of heaven." — Matt., v., 19. 

Last Sunday only a brief reference was made to the loss 
our Church and town had just sustained. I wish this 
morning to dwell more at length upon the lessons which we 
may learn from the life of him who was laid to rest beneath 
the church which was the first scene of his faithful and 
fruitful ministry in Birmingham. 

No apology is needed for passing by the special truths 
brought before us in to-day's services, and drawing attention 
to what the Providence of God calls us to notice. Our 
object is not to praise the dead, but to profit the living ; and 
this, as God by His Apostle teaches us, may be done by 
" considering the issue of the life " of those who have 
" spoken His word," with a view " to imitate their faith." 
A more than ordinary bond connected the late minister of 
Christ Church, New Street, with Christ Church, Sparkbrook. 
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Invited by him as one of the trustees of the church then 
being erected, I was first welcomed to Birmingham under 
his roof, and introduced by him to this parish and neigh- 
bourhood. I remember well his words as we stood together 
for the first time by yonder font, in the still unfinished 
building — "a beautiful church to preach Christ in." From 
first to last he has watched over all that concerned God's 
work in Sparkbrook with the deepest prayerful interest. 
It was by his suggestion, and in response to his invitation, 
that the late Bishop of Carlisle came to sound the right 
keynote for the future ministry : " God forbid that I should 
glory save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ." And 
throughout the last fifteen years it has been a strength to us 
to have among our worshippers, workers, and teachers, not a 
few who had, in early days, enjoyed the privilege of the 
Scriptural teaching, pastoral oversight, and careful training, 
either of the Rev. G. Lea, or of his predecessor, the Rev. 
J. G. Breay. Theirs was a ministry which yielded no 
shallow, showy results, but solid and abiding fruits. 

Many passages of Scripture have naturally occurred to one's 
mind in connection with the venerable and honoured servant 
of God who has been called from among us. To none could 
the Spirit's utterances concerning "those who die in the 
Lord " be more appropriately applied than to him. Those 
who attended the special service on the evening of the 
funeral must have felt how happily the lessons were selected. 
The cry of Elisha when his master was taken from his head, 
and the rending of his own clothes, just express the feeling 
of God's true people mourning the loss to the Church of 
England of one of her most loyal sons, and to the town of 
Birmingham of one of its truest and best citizens. Fpr our 
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comfort we may remember that the God of Elijah departed 
not with the translation of the prophet. The servant's 
petition for a double portion of his master's spirit was 
granted ; and testimony was borne by a King of Israel, who 
visited Elisha on his death-bed, to the blessing which Israel 
had received through him, in the self-same words in which 
Elisha had lamented his master's departure. God grant to 
us who are left behind a large measure of the Spirit which 
dwelt so abundantly in our departed father in Christ, that 
we may live as he lived, speak as he spake, and be missed 
as he is missed when we are called hence ! ' The second 
lesson (I. Thess. ii.) contained Paul's description of a true 
minister. As we heard it read we could not help feeling 
that we were listening to an account of the life and ministry 
of one who had lived and wrought among us ; and we did 
not wonder that the preacher found in v. 10-12 the outline, 
which it was not difficult for him to fill in from the 
materials supplied by the personal and ministerial character 
of him whom he exhorted us to "imitate." Many, too, 
besides myself, have doubtless applied to him in their 
thoughts the inspired description of Barnabas : — " He was a 
good man, and full of the Holy Ghost and faith ; and much 
people was added unto the Lord." Nor can I forget how 
often I have heard him pray, in allusion to what Paul said 
concerning David, that " having served his own generation 
by the will of God, he might fall on sleep, to awake on the 
morning of the resurrection." Part of that prayer has been 
answered : we laid him to rest on Thursday, " in sure and 
certain hope " of the answer to the last petition. But the 
text I have chosen, though, at first sight, less appropriate 
than the others to which I have referred, appears to me to 
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have been well illustrated in the case of him whose earthly 
work is done. 

The great King is making known the laws of His 
kingdom, and declaring the rule of promotion among His 
subjects. He had not come, as some thought, to do away 
with the authority of the law or the prophets ; not to lower 
the standard of holiness; not to empty of meaning the 
precepts. The Pharisees did that. They insisted on the 
letter and forgot the spirit. He had come to fulfil; to 
magnify the law, and make it honourable ; to fulfil in His 
own person its requirements ; to endure in His own body 
its penalty ; to teach His people to understand and to love 
it, and to enable them to obey it : and a man shall be 
honoured, owned, and used by Christ according as he is 
loyal in life and word to the whole revelation of God. 
Judged by this standard, and not by the opinion of the 
world, we are justified in speaking of our departed brother 
as truly " great in the kingdom of heaven." 

And so was he great if measured by another of the 
Master's standards of greatness — humility of spirit and 
simplicity of heart. (See Matt, xviii. 1-4.) He was great 
because he was lowly. He was lowly in his own eyes ; he 
thought little of himself. He had seen, and he ever saw 
himself, as Isaiah and Job had seen themselves — in the light 
of God's holiness. Isaiah vi. was ever a favourite passage 
with him. Rejoicing in, and delighting to proclaim, a full 
forgiveness, he never forgot that he was a sinner saved 
by grace. 

He was great because he did and taught the commands 
of God : he made it the standard of conduct and teaching. 
No man ever held more firmly, or maintained more strongly, 
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the inspiration and authority of the whole Bible. He 
received it, not as a traditional belief, which it was impious to 
question, but as the result of patient and prayerful study, 
and weighing of the evidences, both external and internal. 
To those who did not know him he might appear narrow, 
because decided ; but his decision was that of a fair and 
candid mind. He ever tried to realise his ideal of the 
highest type of character — that which can see and will fairly 
weigh what can be said on both sides, and can come to a 
decision — avoiding the narrowness of the bigot, who can 
and will only see one side, and the indecision of the man 
who can never come to a settled conviction because there 
is so much to be said on both sides. There was in him 
that element of loyalty to truth which secures a right 
judgment. He was willing to do God's will. So he knew of 
the doctrine. He was ready at any cost to act out his 
convictions. I remember well, in my first visit to him, his 
quoting, as the secret of a right judgment, the words of 
Christ : " My judgment is just, because I do not mine own 
will, but the will of the Father which hath sent me." He 
judged rightly, alike in doctrine and practice, and was so 
valuable as a teacher, so reliable as a counsellor, because he 
sought counsel at God's mouth in prayer, leant not to his 
own judgment, and sought not his own will. To those who 
despised the Scriptures of the Old Testament, or weakened 
the Divine and perpetual authority of the institution of the 
Sabbath, he would never yield for an hour ; nor would he 
allow for a moment the Dpity of Christ, or the real 
propitiatory nature of His death as a sacrifice for sins, to be 
regarded an open question. He was loyally attached to the 
Church of England^ because in her Articles and formularies 
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she honours God's Word, is clear and distinct in her 
language as to the way of a sinner's acceptance with God, 
and recognises and gives prominence to the need of the 
Holy Ghost to apply to the heart the truths of the Gospel. 
He was a. diligent and prayerful student. He did not give to 
God that which cost him nothing. He was an example 
to his brethren of careful preparation for the pulpit. He 
had a strong conviction of the value of time, and of the 
necessity of concentration of thought on God's Word, 
Systematic and punctual, he was ever about his Master's 
business. There was a healthy tone of quiet earnestness 
and reality about his home life; no trifling or unreality 
could live there. He read much, in order that he might 
adapt his teaching to meet the tendencies and errors of the 
age. He was, moreover, a faithful and wise expositor of 
Goa's Word. He ever sought to present the great truths of 
God's Word as God has revealed them; not forcing 
Scripture into a human system, but letting Scripture lead 
him. He endeavoured to preserve the due proportion of 
the faith ; using doctrine with a view to practice ; showing 
that a holy life should flow from a sound faith ; dwelling 
upon privileges as a ground of comfort, without forgetting 
to insist on the responsibilities which privileges involve. 
His loyalty to God's Word led him to spare no pains to 
ensure the efficiency of the religious teaching in his own 
schools, and to resist to the utmost that policy which had 
the effect of practically banishing Holy Scripture from the 
Board Schools of our town. No arguments, however 
plausible, could make him believe that such a course could 
be otherwise than displeasing to God, and fatal to the true 
welfare of a nation. 

12 
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The same principle explains his consistent attitude of 
hostility to Ritualism. He watched the Oxford movement 
from its beginning; saw the unscriptural and Romeward 
tendency of the "Tracts for the Times," especially their 
opposition to the cardinal doctrine of the Reformation — 
justification by faith only — and carefully eschewed and 
opposed their teaching. It was in no narrow spirit of party, 
but as a staunch member of our Protestant Reformed Church, 
he used his influence as a trustee to secure the appointment 
to the charge of parishes of those who preach in all its 
fulness and simplicity the Gospel of the grace of God, and 
who are thoroughly loyal to Reformation principles. He 
regarded the recent change at Bordesley, not as a party 
triumph, but as the answer to many a prayer. He thanked 
God that he had been permitted to see one desire of his 
heart accomplished — the restoration of simple Gospel 
teaching in a large church and a populous district. Almost 
the last, if not the last time he went out, was to visit the 
church, and, kneeling down in the vestry, to ask God's 
blessing on the new vicar, and on the Gospel preached by 
him and his fellow-labourers. Standing on the verge of 
eternity, viewing the matter in the light of the Great Day, he 
could speak of the part he had taken in it with a good 
conscience and a thankful heart. 

And as he honoured God by fidelity in word to His 
truth, and in life by conformity to His commands, so was he 
greatly honoured of God. The organs of public opinion 
acknowledge, though they are at a loss to account for, the 
wide-spread influence of that unobtrusive, quiet life. He 
has been the moving spirit of many a Christian effort ; he 
has done much to leaven and keep up the tone of Christian 
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profession in the town. Notably was this the case in regard 
to the work of the Church Missionary Society. As Clerical 
Secretary of the Birmingham Auxiliary for twenty-three 
years, he has arranged with the greatest care, tact, and 
thoroughness, all the details of the anniversary meetings. 
To his prayerful and wise choice of speakers and preachers, 
and his personal influence, may be traced, under God, the 
high spiritual tone, the real interest, and the lasting profit, 
both of the social gatherings of clergy at his own house, and 
of the larger assemblies in the Town Hall from year to year. 
God has clothed his words of consolation, of exhortation, of 
reproof, with marvellous power. After the lapse of years 
they still live and bear fruit : and why ? because they were 
spoken by one who " walked with God," and lived in the 
spirit of prayer. 

He has been specially owned by God in his Confirmation 
classes. Many, under God, owe their spiritual life to his 
clear teaching, his faithful searching application of the 
Scripture truths. Truly, he was great in God's kingdom, 
though — aye, because — he thought himself least. Truly his 
face shone with the light of heaven, howbeit he wist it not. 

What was the secret of it all — of the holy life, the mighty 
influence, the fruitful ministry? "Jesus Christ and Him 
crucified " — believed in, loyally served, and fully preached. 
He was a wise builder, alike in regard to his personal 
salvation and his ministry. He dug deep, and laid the 
foundation on the Rock. 

And so it may be with you and me, whether we hold 
office in the Church or are private Christians. We may not 
all be gifted ; we may not all be brilliant, but we may be 
great in God's kingdom : great because poor in spirit ; great 
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because strong in faith ; great because laying hold, in our 
weakness, of God's might ; great because mighty in the 
Scriptures, and because undivided in our allegiance to 
Christ 



"Christ the Way, the Truth, the Life." 

THE LAST SERMON 

Preached at St. George's, Edgbaston, October 18th, 1882, by 
The Rev. George Lea. 

Taken from a Manuscript not prepared for publication, 

"I am the way, the truth, and the life : no man cometh unto the 
Father but by me." — John, xiv., 6. 

It is the voice of Jesus. The occasion of the words, the 
circumstances, the surroundings are all familiar to you. 
They give a depth of interest to the text beyond all 
description. With His eye fixed on the morrow's cross, 
with His heart upraised to the mansions He was going to 
prepare for His people, He gave the memorable answer to 
enquiring Thomas as to whither, and the way, "I am the 
way, the truth, and the life." 

The words are simple, deep, and precious ; most needful 
in these days as a guide to truth, and a safeguard against 
error. The groundwork of the whole verse is this — the 
mediatorial office of the Saviour : " No man cometh unto 
the Father but by me." The words are plain, unmistakable, 
and decisive. The first question for an intelligent and 
immortal being to ask is this : " How may I draw near to 
God? — myself so vile and sinful, God so pure and holy. The 
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necessity for some middle party to intervene between God 
and man has been felt by all heathen nations, ancient 
and modern. Some in these days, who are called Christians, 
deny this. It only betrays ignorance of the Word of God, 
which speaks with authority on the point, not in forbidding 
but in inviting language. There must be one to come 
between God and man, and th&t one Himself says, "I am the 
way, the truth, and the life; no man cometh unto the 
Father but by me." Let me take up these golden words in 
order. 

(i.) Jesus says, "I am the way" — *>., the only way — to 
the Father; the way to God. All that had ever come before 
Him, and spoke otherwise than He did, were "thieves and 
robbers." All that spoke against Him in the days of His 
flesh were the same; all that now speak contrary to the words 
of Christ are Antichrist. 

And how is Jesus " the way " ? By His doctrine^ revealing 
the will and purpose of the Father, for He had been in the 
bosom of the Father from all eternity; by His example and 
li/e, so pure and holy; above all, by His atoning death upon 
the cross. This, and only this, is the way of a sinner's 
approach to God. Not the doctrine, however pure — not the 
life, however blameless, could take away sin. These showed 
His fitness to bear our sin, but "without shedding of blood 
is no remission." His blood is the satisfaction for sin. "He 
is our peace" — "the just for the unjust." His righteousness 
becomes ours by faith; His intercession becomes our security 
to eternal life. On that ground let the sinner come who 
feels his sin to be heavy, and his heart all vile. Draw near 
to God; He gives the Holy Spirit to them that ask Him. 



95 



But mark especially the words "the way" Jesus is 
not a way — not a good way — not one of many ways — not the 
best way — but the way, the one only way. Therefore, if any 
think to speak of his good works, or his amiable virtues — if 
any accept other mediators as helpers to the One Mediator — 
if any think to multiply ceremonies or observances, or put 
undue value upon sacraments — all weakens our grasp upon 
the one way. It is error, and leads to more error. On all 
these points beware. Remember, "I am the way." 

(2.) Take now the second word : "I am the truth." Jesus 
Himself is truth, and there is none other. His Word is 
truth, and everything is to be tested by that Word. 

But the express meaning here is the reality of a substance, 
as contrasted with the shadow. Thus (John i., 17), "The 
law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus 
Christ." Grace is opposed to the moral law, and truth to the 
ceremonial law, as fulfilled in Christ. He is called the 
" Minister of the true Tabernacle," which is the Church of 
God. In like manner Jesus is the "truth" of the types. 
When you see the lamb upon the altar, the reality is Christ) 
or the High Priest going into the Holy of Holies, which is a 
figure — it is Christ who is the reality. So in the Prophets. 
Who is the "Man of sorrows"? who "the Man who is my 
fellow"? what the "Fountain opened" ? Christ is the substance 
and reality of the figures, types, and prophecies. Who is He 
that triumphs over enemies, and before whom kings bow ? 
Christ is the truth, the fulfiller of all. 

(3.) And now take up the third of these golden words: 
"I am the life." It seems the summing up of the other 
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two. He is the living way ; there is life in that way, and 
none elsewhere. He is the living Truth, and the word of 
type and prophecy is a living truth to Faith. 

But Christ has life in Himself and gives life to others. 
He is the author of natural life. When we were formed He 
was there; when the deep received its compass and its limits 
He was there. "By Him were all things created;" "by Him 
they are holden up." At His Word they will pass away. 
Especially He is the author of spiritual and eternal life. He 
it is that raises dead souls, and continues them in life 
through faith in Him. (John v., 24; I. John v., n.) In 
vain will any think to quicken his own soul — it is of grace t 
through faith, the gift of God. 

Such is the view of the mediatorial character of the Lord 
Jesus Christ in His words. 

I have three thoughts to leave with you as I close — 

(1.) Observe the simplicity of the plan. A child may 
understand it. The natural man cannot receive it. He has 
no singleness of eye; he wants in some way or other to save 
himself. But let him feel his sin, and become as a little 
child, and its simplicity opens to him, and he acknowledges it 

(2.) Observe the completeness of the plan. There is 
literally nothing wanting. In Christ is all. His stripes 
their healing; His death is their life; His cross their crown; 
His Ascension their strength and power in the Spirit. It is 
a new creation — "Old things are passed away;" "Ye are 
complete." Yes, it is a complete work, as it is a simple one. 

(3.) And then mark the consummation of the plan. All 
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who enter by this way, and accept this truth, have life in 
Christ. Have you entered by that way? And is your life 
on earth a preparation for glory? Have you the earnest and 
assurance of it? Blessed hope! And what shall be the 
reality ? " When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then 
shall we also appear with Him in glory." The Lord grant 
it ! Amen. 
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"The One Offering." 



NOTES OF THE LAST SERMON 

Prepared, but never Preached, by 
The Rev. George Lea. 



" For by one offering, He hath perfected for ever them that are 
sanctified." — Heb., x., 14. 

These words contain all-important doctrine, and no less 
important practical lessons. I will ask you to consider each 
in order. And may every ear be open, and every mind 
awake, and every heart be warmed to welcome the weighty, 
blessed truths. 

I. — As to the doctrine, precious, as it is all-important. 
Three points you will at once see come before us — the one 
offering, the perfection of that one offering, and the persons 
for whom that one offering is prepared. 

(1.) As to the one offering. An offering implies an 
offerer. The offering and the offerer are one. It is none 
other than the Lord Jesus Christ. As regards His Divine 
Nature, He could make no offering. But a "bodf had 
been prepared fdr Him of the Virgin Mary. In that body 
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He offered Himself without spot to God, a sacrifice for sin. 
It is described in two words — a "burnt" and a "sin offering." 
The burnt-offering was the ground of all. In that offering 
three things are to be noticed — {a) The appointment 
by the Father as the way of reconciliation, through 
a Mediator, in the shedding of blood, (b) The delight 
of the Son in fulfilling the Father's will: "Lo I come." 
(c) The pleasure of the Father (in contrast with the other 
offerings), and satisfaction of the Father, that He could now 
be just and the justifier of all who accept the atonement of 
the Son. So far as to the burnt-offering. 

Now, as to the sin-offering. This leads us at once to 
Christ. His soul was made an offering for sin. " God hath 
made Him to be sin for us who knew no sin." The whoie 
chapter (Heb. ix.) is an exposition of the Day of Atonement. 
That day was "the remembrance of sin." Our Lord's 
Supper is a remembrance of putting away of sin. But 
observe carefully the words "one offering" "once offered" 
The original sacrifices were repeated because they could not 
take away sin. This offering is one — once for all, and for 
ever, for this offering does take away sin. So far as to the 
first point of doctrine. 

(2.) Observe now the perfection of the " one 
offering." None of the former sacrifices could purge the 
conscience or purify the heart. But this brings out the 
Covenant of Grace. " Their sins and iniquities will I 
remember no more." This one offering is all-sufficient for 
the sins of the whole world. Anyone who hears of it 
may come, and welcome. It is perfect because of the 
dignity of the Offerer, and the value of the offering. Not 



IOO 



only is all sin blotted out, cast behind His back, but 
a righteousness is imputed without works; and it is no 
transitory work — the sinner is " perfected for ever" when the 
blood of sprinkling is shed. 

(3.) There is another point in this mystery of love. 
Who are the persons for whom this one perfect offering has 
been prepared ? 

It is said, "Them that are sanctified." Now, here you 
will take notice that in this Epistle, as commonly in the 
Scriptures, the word " sanctified" is nearly always used in its 
primary sense, as a setting apart by God for Himself. Thus 
at the creation He " sanctified" the Sabbath Day — that is, 
set it apart for Himself; as also the First-born were to be 
" sanctified " to Him — that is, set apart for Him : " they are 
Mine. " So of Israel as a nation, " Ye are a holy nation" — 
i.e., separate, set apart for God's glory (Rom. ix.), to whom, 
as a nation, the promises were made. 

Now, it is undeniable that there is an elect people to whom 
the promises especially belong, and to whom they will be 
certainly secured — an Israel within the Israel. But it is all of 
grace, and this does not at all interfere with the general 
promises to all who have been thus set apart by God. As 
His professing Church and people, all are welcome to accept 
them on the ground of the sacrifice, and, if rejected, the 
guilt is at their own door. 

The 10th verse refers to those who had been sanctified 
from the beginning. Our text speaks of those in process of 
salvation. Thus you see the promise is wide and free. As 
such, let every one lay hold upon the perfect offering and be 
saved. Let this suffice as to the precious doctrine of the text. 
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II. — Now as to the practical lessons arising out of this 
great subject. 

(i.) Let the first be a note of warning. It is a painful 
fact that the Word of Grace is virtually set aside and 
contradicted by the Church of Rome. Instead of the one 
all-sufficient offering of Christ upon the cross, they would 
repeat it daily in that so-called sacrifice of the Mass. Instead 
of the "perfection" of the one Priest, one Mediator, one 
Sacrifice, they multiply mediators, and fasts, and penances, 
as though to fill up what was wanting in the all-sufficient 
sacrifice of Christ. Instead of an open door for a poor 
sinner to come straight to Jesus, they narrow it to 
priestly confession and absolution. And, alas! how fearfully 
and increasingly these errors, and others like them, or that 
lead to them, have been growing up for the last few years, at 
first stealthily, of late avowedly, in the Protestant Reformed 
Church of England ! One has need to watch against any 
approval of such views, or of the assimilating of our services 
as nearly as possible to those of Rome. 

(2.) For a second lesson take a word of general encou- 
ragement. If you rightly understand the Gospel, you will 
see that it is a real and true welcome to the poor sinner to 
accept the free salvation. Observe, it is made to the 
unrighteous and the sinful by One who knows all about 
them, and has prepared the provision for them. "Your sins 
and iniquities will I remember no more." The promise is 
free and unconditional; you need not look out for anything 
else for your past, present, or future. It is mercy, all 
mercy, upon the ground of the one offering testified of 
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old ; and written in letters of gold for you. Let no one 
hesitate. 

(3.) A third lesson I would give to some doubting 
soul who cannot believe such good news as this. But 
how can you doubt? It is the fruit of the love of God ; 
it is because Christ died; it is the Holy Spirit who beareth 
witness. Surely it is enough. No, you cannot doubt — go 
home rejoicing. 

(4.) One word more for the assistance of the anxious 
enquirer. How do I know that the promise is mine ? We 
have the oath of God to all who have fled for refuge to lay 
hold upon the hope set before us. "Whereby do I know 
that I shall inherit?" said Abraham — not doubtingly, but to 
strengthen faith. And God said, " Take a sacrifice ; I will 
meet you." We bring the memorial of our great sacrifice. 
We feed on those memorials; yea, rather upon Christ, 
humbled, grieved, comforted. It is a memorial of sin put 
away " by the sacrifice of Himself." We know the value of 
the "one offering;" we know the perfection of it, and have 
long left off to look elsewhere. 
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